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Cdr Banke, CO of HMCS Tecumseh,  
unveils 3”70 gun model at Navy Day.
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From the Editor:
JOAN EMBLETON

Happy New Year to everyone;

As this is my first edition as editor of The Ensign, I was 
very pleased to receive so many excellent stories and 
photos. 

I believe it will be a wonderful year with a lot of 
new Naval Museum of Alberta exhibits, navy and sea 
cadet activities, tours, public lectures, and new naval 
community friendships. 

He is engraved in stone in the National War Memorial 
in Washington, DC- back in a small alcove where very 
few people have seen it. For the WW II generation, this 
will bring back memories. For you younger folks, it’s a 
bit of trivia that is a part of American history. Anyone 
born in 1913 to about 1950 is familiar with Kilroy. No 
one knew why he was so well known- but everybody 
seemed to get into it.
So who was Kilroy? In 1946 the American Transit Asso-
ciation, through its radio program, “Speak to America” 
sponsored a nationwide contest to find the real Kilroy, 
offering a prize of a real trolley car to the person who 
could prove himself to be the genuine article.  Almost 
40 men stepped forward, but only James Kilroy from 
Halifax, Massachusetts had evidence of his identity.
‘Kilroy’ was a 46-year old shipyard worker during the 
war who worked as a checker at the Fore River Ship-
yard in Quincy .  His job was to go around and check 
on the number of rivets completed.  Riveters were on 
piecework and got paid by the rivet.  He would count 
a block of rivets and put a check mark in semi-waxed 
lumber chalk, so the rivets wouldn’t be counted twice. 
When Kilroy went off duty, the riveters would erase 
the mark. Later on, an off-shift inspector would come 
through and count the rivets a second time, resulting in 
double pay for the riveters.
One day Kilroy’s boss called him into his office.  The 
foreman was upset about all the wages being paid to 
riveters and asked him to investigate.  The tight spaces 
he had to crawl in to check the rivets didn’t lend them-
selves to lugging around a paint can and brush, so Kilroy 
decided to stick with the waxy chalk.  He continued to 
put his check mark on each job he inspected, but added 
‘KILROY WAS HERE’ in king-sized letters next to the 
check, and eventually added the sketch of the chap with 
the long nose peering over the fence and that became 
part of the Kilroy message

Once he did that, the riveters stopped trying to wipe 
away his marks.  Ordinarily the rivets and chalk marks 
would have been covered up with paint.  With the war 
on, however, ships were leaving the Quincy yard so fast 
that there wasn’t time to paint them.  As a result, Kil-
roy’s inspection “trademark” was seen by thousands 
of servicemen who boarded the troopships the yard 
produced.
Before war’s end, “Kilroy” had been here, there, and 
everywhere on the long hauls to Berlin and Tokyo .  To 
the troops outbound in those ships, however, he was 
a complete mystery; all they knew for sure was that 
someone named Kilroy had “been there first.”  As a 
joke, U.S.  servicemen began placing the graffiti wher-
ever they landed, claiming it was already there when 
they arrived.
Kilroy became the U.S. super-GI who had always “al-
ready been” wherever GIs went.  It became a challenge 
to place the logo in the most unlikely places imaginable 
(it is said to be atop Mt. Everest , the Statue of Liber-
ty , the underside of the Arc de Triomphe, and even 
scrawled in the dust on the moon).
As the war went on, the legend grew.  Underwater 
demolition teams routinely sneaked ashore on Japa-
nese-held islands in the Pacific to map the terrain for 
coming invasions by U.S. troops (and thus, presumably, 
were the first GI’s there).  In 1945, an outhouse was 
built for the exclusive use of Roosevelt, Stalin, and 
Churchill at the Potsdam conference.  Its’ first occu-
pant was Stalin, who emerged and asked his aide (in 
Russian), “Who is Kilroy?”
To help prove his authenticity in 1946, James Kilroy 
brought along officials from the shipyard and some of 
the riveters. He won the trolley car, which he gave to 
his nine children as a Christmas gift and set it up as a 
playhouse in the Kilroy yard in Halifax , Massachusetts.

KILROY WAS HERE
Submitted by Art Jorgensen (original author unknown)
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President’s Report:
SCOTT HAUSBERG

My last report previewed the upcoming Navy Day and 
I am pleased to report that the event was a success. 
Attendance was good, Dr Guevremont’s new lectures 
on VAdm Murray and Cdr DeWolf were well received, 
the Tecumseh band was a hit and the cadet displays 
were interesting for the young folk. BZ to SLt Matt 
Grady of HMCS Tecumseh for organizing this event and 
all the volunteers that pulled it off.

With each new Navy Day, this was our fourth, we learn 
and improve. For example, this year we experimented 
with door prizes and we will likely keep those 
going forward. For 2020, there may be a big change,  

as Tecumseh is seriously considering moving from 
aligning Navy Day with the Battle of Trafalgar to aligning 
it with the Battle of the Atlantic. 

In November, NMAS held its AGM; thank you to all the 
members that turned out for this and the free lunch 
afterwards at the CNVA. See separate listing of the 
officers and directors for the next year. 

Lastly, I am pleased to announce that our volunteer of 
the year was Chuck Von. Chuck is a regular Monday 
morning workshop volunteer and is responsible for, 
amongst other things, the great paint job on the model 
wall at the museum. BZ, Chuck.

President Scott Hausberg presents Volunteer of the Year award 
to Chuck Von.

Our Annual General Meeting - Close to 30 members turned out 
for the AGM.

Veterans from WW II, Korea and the Cold War are recognized  
at Navy Day
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From the Workshop:
MIKE POTTER

With the start of a new year and a new decade, all of us 
at the workshop look forward to working with Naval 
Museum Curator “Brad” with a new list of priorities. 

I would like to welcome a new member to the 
workshop.  Jason Edwards has come forward and has 
been a great asset to the team.  He has single handedly 
made our workspace a safer and more organized place 
to work.  

We look forward to continuing this relationship and 
creating new and refurbishing existing exhibits with 
him.

The Naval Museum is beginning to look a little different 
as we all work toward creating a touring line of history 
so that the  tour guides can eventually walk our 
visitors through the gallery in a start here and finish 
there manner.

Currently we are working on; 

1. A large model of HMCS Protecteur

2. The display of a simulated boiler and engine room  
complete with steam turbine and gear box

Later this month we will be starting on the following;

1. putting lights into the cap tally display

2. moving the existing Battle of the Atlantic display 
column closer to the actual display

3. moving the existing time line display to a new 
location for better visibility

4. building a new wall adjacent to the Merchant 
Navy display so that Brad can create our own 
interpretation area for the Korean conflict

5. building new and refurbishing display cases for all 
the current model ships that are mounted on tables 
that are either too large or don’t fit with our new 
displays

6. redesigning the current Hall of Honour to reflect 
who the RCN are and their accomplishments along 
with some personal histories and of course the 
shield showing the Battle Honours of the RCN
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Curator’s Report:
BRAD FROGGATT

The coming year promises to be busy with augmentation 
of existing exhibits, planning and development of new 
exhibits, and a number of commemorations and events.  

Anniversary of the end of the War in Europe  
(VE Day)
The 8th of May 2020 will mark the 75th anniversary 
of the end of the War in Europe.  In a cooperative 
project  with all Museums at TMM, the Naval Museum 
will be contributing to an exhibit featuring not only 
the Canadian contributions to the war effort from the 
Army, Navy, and Air Force, but the NMA will highlight 
personalities,  particularly Albertans,  that served with 
the RCN, the RCNR, and the RCNVR that helped to 
bring about that victory.

Anniversary of the end of the war in the 
Pacific (VJ Day)
15 August 1945 also will be the 75th Anniversary of the 
end of the war in the Pacific.  In 1945, as the end of the 
war against Germany approached, attention focused on 
Japan. 

At the end of 1944, some RCN ships were deployed 
with the British Pacific Fleet, joining the many Canadian 
personnel already serving with the Royal Navy in the 
Pacific War. 

The Naval Museum of Alberta is particularly fortunate 
to have been the recipient of records and images 
pertaining to Lt. (P) Gerald Arthur Anderson RCNVR.  
His records include letters and references to other 
Canadian Naval Airmen who served with him in HMS 
Formidable with 1841 and 1842 Squadrons of the Fleet 
Air Arm. 

The collection contains numerous letters from 
Anderson to his family and friends and details some of 
the losses of his comrades throughout the dying days 
of the war.  The collection also contains some rare and 
telling images that will help to interpret his story.

Some of this material will be incorporated into the 
Naval Air Exhibit and will feature Robert Hampton 
Gray V.C., and will include Lt. (P) Gerald Arthur 
Anderson RCNVR, and Lt (P) Bill Abridge, as well as 
other notable Canadian RCNVR Naval Airmen, two of 
whom are highlighted in this edition.

Lt. (P) Gerald 
Arthur Anderson 
RCNVR
The Last Canadian to 
Die in the Second World 
War

Originally from Trenton, Ontario, Lt. (P) Gerald Arthur 
Anderson RCNVR was a Fleet Air Arm Pilot in HMS 
Formidable and had as his compatriots, Hammy Gray of BC 
and Bill Asbridge of Edmonton.  All were lost in the Pacific 
campaign against Japan. On 9 August 1945 – the same 
day that the B-29 Stratofortress “Bockscar” dropped the 
atomic bomb on Nagasaki, Japan, Lt. Anderson participated 
in an aerial attack on Onagawa Bay in northern Japan.  
Anderson was a pilot with 1842 Squadron, and embarked 
on “Ramrod 3” and returned to Onagawa Bay to finish 
the destruction begun by Robert Hampton Gray and his 
1841 Corsairs of “Ramrod 2”. By the time the Corsairs 
of Ramrod 3 were heading home at 1500 hrs, there was 
total devastation on the surface of Onagawa Bay. Only 
one ship, Kongo Maru, remained afloat. The day’s combat 
operations had been successful, but the loss of the much-
liked Robert Hampton Gray was a bitter pill to swallow, 
especially as they all understood the war was winding 
down.
There was still 150 miles to fly until they were home 
safe aboard Formidable.  Anderson’s aircraft had been hit 
by anti-aircraft fire during the attack and he was leaking 
fuel rapidly on the way home. Anderson was given two 
options. He could ditch his dying and damaged Corsair 
or elect to recover aboard the carrier. It was possible 
that Anderson was wounded and a ditching might prove 
difficult to get out of.  He chose to land aboard and so 
set up for the regulation curving approach from the port 
rear quarter. It looked like he was going to make it and 
the batsman standing on deck guided him in down the 
roiling wake towards Formidable. Just feet from the flight 
deck rounddown, Anderson’s engine quit on him and the 
9,000-pound fighter sank. His Corsair slammed hard and 
flat into the rounddown, angled toward the sky. The aft 
section of the Corsair behind Anderson broke away and 
fell backward to the boiling sea and Formidable’s three 
thrashing propellers. Anderson was the last Canadian to 
die in the Second World War. Anderson was 22 years old.

Contimued on next page
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Curator’s Report (cont.):
BRAD FROGGATT

Lieutenant Harold Douglas Bulmer  
4 Jan 1942 - 29 June 1943
Like his predecessor COs, Bulmer was promoted from 
the ranks to Acting Lieutenant in June of 1940 in Regina 
Division, after undergoing training in the COTC at the 
University of Saskatchewan. In the spring of 1941 he 
was posted to Stadacona for a few months before being 
sent to Naden. He was then posted to Calgary Division 
in July 1941 as one of a handful of officers, before be-
coming Commanding Officer. He left Calgary for Digby 
then Stadacona in 1943. In 1944-45, he served in HMCS 
Givenchy, a WWI Battle Class naval trawler that was 
being used on the West Coast as accommodation for 
the Fisherman’s Reserve. He demobilized after the war. 
He died in Kingston, ON in 2019.

Lt. (P) William Bell Asbridge RCNVR
The first Canadian pilot to die in combat over the 
Japanese home islands

Originally from Edmonton, Lt. Asbridge was appointed as 
a Probationary Sub-Lieutenant RCNVR (With seniority 
dated 23/01/1944). He served in HMS St. Vincent for 

Lt. (P) William Bell Asbridge RCNVR 
from his squadron photo

Special thanks to the Vintage Wings Article: “The First and 
the Last” by Dave Birrell, and the article “One Cup of Fuel” 
by Dave O.Malley

HMCS TECUMSEH COMMANDING OFFICERS 

Immigrated from England as an 18 year old, he came 
to work for the Bank of Montreal in that city. He 
was later in Winnipeg with the bank and joined the 
Winnipeg Division in 1937 and was promoted to 
Acting Sub Lieutenant in 1938.  He went on active duty 
upon declaration of war and was sent to the Calgary 
Division where he was second in command to then 
LCdr Reg Jackson. In March 1940, he was appointed 
Commanding Officer of the Calgary Division.  He was 
promoted to Acting Lieutenant in September 1941. It 
was 1 November 1941 that the Calgary Division was 
renamed HMCS Tecumseh. The Division was a major 
recruiting centre at the time and still operating out of 
the old quarters - the old police barracks across from 
the Stampede grounds. Later, De Winton served on 
convoy duty in HMCS Niagara, a Town Class destroyer. 

 by Greg McKenzie

Pilot Training. He then served in USNAS Grosse Ile and 
USNAS Pensacola for Training. He was appointed as a 
Sub-Lieutenant (P) (Temp.) RCNVR (With seniority 
dated 23/07/1944). 

Asbridge was stationed as a Corsair pilot with 1842 
Squadron in HMS Formidable in 1944. On 18 Jul 1945, 
Lieutenant Abridge was shot down and killed in action 
near Tokyo, Japan. Abridge was the first Canadian pilot 
to die in combat over the Japanese home islands.

Lieutenant Commander 
Roger De Winton  
RCNVR -  
March 1940 - Jan. 1942

Also, later he was posted to HMC Signal School St. 
Hyacinthe in Quebec and in August 1944 he became 
Communications Officer of HMCS Somers’ Isles in 
Bermuda (a shore establishment that did work-ups of 
ship’s companies). He returned to banking in Calgary 
after the war. In 1976, he emigrated to the USA and he 
died there in 2001. The town of De Winton is named 
for British General Sir Francis De Winton who may be 
an ancestor of Roger De Winton.



ROOM OF HONOUR
The Naval Museum of Alberta’s Room of Honour 
highlights the naval service of a number of 
prominent Calgarians.  The Ensign will feature 
some of the Room of Honour narratives over 
several issues. 
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Lieutenant John Arthur Hamilton RCNR 
MBE
John (Jack) Hamilton served in the British Merchant 
Navy during World War 1 and volunteered to serve 
in the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve at the outbreak 
of World War 11.  He was appointed to the role of 
“Inspector of Booms, East Coast”.

Following the end of war he was an exceptionally 
active and popular member of the Calgary Naval 
community, serving on the Boards of the Calgary 
Branches of the Naval Officers Association of Canada 
and the  Calgary Naval Veterans Association.  The 
Calgary Branch of the Naval League of Canada named 
a Calgary Cadet Corps in his honour.

Decorations: Member of the British Empire (1/1/46)

Awards:   1914/1918 Medal

                 Mercantile Medal

                  Canadian Volunteer Service Medal 

                  1939/1945 War Medal

Surgeon Commander Wm. Neil Mclean 
OMM CD
At the age of 15, Neil left Canada in 1936 to join HMS 
St. Vincent to train as a Boy Seaman.   He joined the 
fleet as an Ordinary Seaman in 1938 for training as 
a Seaman Torpedo Man.  Following the end of World 
War 11 he transferred to the RCN as a Leading 
Torpedo Man  and was demobilized in 1947.  On 
completion of his Medical Degree in 1954 he joined 
HMCS Tecumseh as a Surgeon Lieutenant.  He was 
also an active participant in several Naval Reserve 
“Naval Control of Shipping” exercises and was an 
active “Watchkeeper” with the Naval Museum of 
Alberta”. 

Decorations: Order of Military Merit (Officer)

Awards: General Service (Palestine 1936/39)
  1939/1945
  Atlantic Star
  African Star
  Italy Star
  Defence Medal
  Canadian Volunteer Service Medal
  War Medal
  Elizabeth 11 Jubilee
  Canadian Forces Decoration
  Malta Defence Medal

Captain T.  D. Kelly, RCNR, CBE
Prior to the war Captain Kelly was employed 
by Canadian Pacific in their west coast shipping 
operations. At the outbreak of war he joined the 
Royal Canadian Naval Reserve.  

Captain Kelly was appointed Commanding Officer 
of the Infantry Landing Ship HMCS Prince David 
(originally an Armed Merchant Cruiser) from April 
1943 until June 1945.  During this period the ship 
operated under “Combined Operations Command” 
and participated in the landings of Operation 
“Neptune” (Normandy June 44), “Operation 
Dragoon” (south of France August 44) and landed the 
British 9 Commando at Piraeus in September 1944 
(the liberation of Greece).  

Decorations:   Order of the British Empire.  
 (Commander)

Awards: 1939/1945 Star

 Atlantic Star, France/Germany Bar

 Pacific Star

 Italy Star

 Canadian Volunteer Service Medal

 War Medal

 Greece Medal
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Museum Products For Sale
NMAS sells NMA products through its website (naval-
museumofalbertasociety.ca) and at the volunteer BBQ 
and Navy Days. NMAS members are offered the best 
prices. Here are some of the items available:

Item Member Price Non-member

NMA golf shirts (NEW) $25 $30

NMA long sleeve shirt $20 $25

NMA pen $1 $2

NMA coffee mug $5 $10

Looking Good! Be the envy of 
your friends and support the 
NMA at the same time!

JACKSPEAK
Jackspeak: Certain words or terminology that are 
commonly used in the Canadian Navy.

The Canadian Navy has it’s own terminology and slang 
that is still evolving to this day. Much of the language used 
is still derived from the Royal Navy, although as Canadians 
many local customs and slang have come about. This list 
was compiled over the years and was finally published in 
2014 as “Jackspeak of the Royal Canadian Navy (2015 
edition)”

A & A:  Alterations and additions to the structure, rig-
ging and equipment of a warship.

ABC:  The acronym for “Atomic, Biological, Chem-
ical”. This term was eventually replaced by “NBC” 
(Nuclear, Biological, Chemical)

Able Seaman: The rank of Able Seaman is the 
equivalent of Private in the Army or Air Force, with 
rank insignia of a single chevron. Derived from the 
term “Able Bodied Seaman”.

Above-water hull: The hull section of a vessel above 
the waterline, the visible part of a ship.  Also, topside.

Absolute bearing:  The bearing of an object in 
relation to north. Either true bearing, using the 
geographical or true north, or magnetic bearing, using 
magnetic north. See also bearing and relative bearing.

Accommodation Ladder:  A ladder against the side 
of the ship to provide access when in harbour but not 
alongside the jetty or if the ship is at anchor.

Acey-Deucey:  Backgammon, a board game 
traditionally played in off-duty hours.

Action Messing:  The process of feeding the ship’s 
company very quickly while at action stations.

Action stations:  The highest state of readiness in 
a warship. Ordered when action with the enemy is 
imminent, requiring all hands closed up.

Admiral: The rank of admiral indicates the 
commander-in-chief of the navy, a senior officer in 
command of a fleet or squadron, or of a command 
ashore. In ascending order of seniority, Rear Admiral, 
Vice Admiral, Admiral and Admiral of the Fleet (Royal 
Navy).

Admiral’s Barge: A boat at the disposal of an 
admiral for his or her use as transportation between a 
larger vessel and the shore or within a harbour.

Admiralty:  A high naval authority in charge of a 
naval component.

Advance and Transfer: Terms used when describing 
a ship’s turning ability. Advance is the forward progress 
made between the time that the rudder is put over 
and the time the ship is steady on her new course. 
Transfer is the horizontal displacement of the ship 
during the same period of time.

Advance Party: The group that arrives at a port, 
or an exercise location, early so as to make logistical 
preparations for the pending visit.

The naval terminology featured comes from  
www. ReadyAyeReady.com/Jackspeak
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A Nova Scotia man has received a “pardon” from the 
Fairmont Empress for his lifetime ban from the icon-
ic Victoria hotel after he inadvertently trashed one of 
their rooms with a pack of pepperoni and a flock of 
seagulls. It all happened 17 years ago when Nick Burchill 
booked a room at the Empress for a work conference. 
Burchill was also in the Canadian Naval Reserve and 
his Navy buddies asked that he bring some Brother’s 
pepperoni, a Halifax delicacy.
“Because this was the Navy we were talking about, I 
brought enough for a ship,” Burchill wrote in a March 
28 Facebook post about the ordeal, which has gone 
viral.His pepperoni-packed suitcase was misplaced by 
the airline, so it arrived in Victoria a day late.
Burchill knew the pepperoni was likely still edible but 
he thought the most food-safe thing to do would be to 
keep it cool until he turned over the goods. His fourth-
floor room facing the Inner Harbour was large but 
lacking a refrigerator.  “It was April, the air was chilly. 
An easy way to keep all of this food cool would be just 
to keep it next to an open window,” Burchill wrote. ut 
on a table and along the window sill, then went for a 
leisurely four or five hour walk.
“I remember walking down the long hall and opening 
the door to my room to find an entire flock of seagulls 
in my room,” Burchill wrote. “there must have been 40 
of them and they had been eating pepperoni for a long 
time.”
Burchill discovered that spicy pepperoni does not agree 
with a seagull’s digestive system. The room was covered 
in guano. Burchill’s unexpected entry startled the birds. 
“They immediately started flying around and crashing 
into things as they desperately tried to leave the room 
through the small opening by which they had entered,” 
he wrote. “Less composed seagulls are attempting to 
leave through the other closed windows. The result 
was a tornado of seagull excrement, feathers, pepper-
oni chunks and fairly large birds whipping around the 
room.”
Lamps tumbled to the floor, the curtains were trashed, 
the coffee tray was disgusting, he described. Burchill 
waded through the flock and opened the remaining 
windows to let the gulls escape. “One tried to re-enter 
the room to grab another piece of pepperoni and in my 
agitated state, I took off one of my shoes and threw it at 

him,” he said. Burchill then chased the last gull standing 
through the room as it held a “big hunk of pepperoni in 
its gob.” He grabbed a towel, captured the bird and in 
his haste, threw the package out the window, too.
Unbeknownst to Burchill, the shoe and the tow-
el-trapped seagull had plummeted to the Empress’s 
front lawn, striking a group of tourists who were walk-
ing toward the tea room.
Back in the room, Burchill was surveying the damage 
and also trying to make it on time to an important 
work dinner. Then he realized one half of his only pair 
of shoes was on the hotel’s front lawn. He recovered 
the shoe which was a bit wet from landing in a patch of 
soil. Burchill tried to dry the shoe with a hairdryer, and 
when his phone rang, distraction caused the hairdryer 
to plunge into a sink filled with water.
“I don’t know how much of the hotel’s power I 
knocked-out, but at that point I decided I needed help,” 
Burchill wrote. Finally, he called the front desk to fess 
up to what happened.
“I can still remember the look on the lady’s face when 
she opened the door,” he said. He left the dismayed 
cleaning lady and went to his work dinner. When 
Burchill returned, his items were moved to a smaller 
room and eventually his company received a letter ban-
ning him from the Empress.
In his mea culpa letter to the hotel, Burchill writes “I 
have matured and I admit responsibility for my actions. I 
come to you, hat-in-hand to apologize for the damage I 
had indirectly come to cause and to ask you reconsider 
my lifetime ban from the property. I hope that you will 
see fit to either grant me a pardon, or consider my 18 
year away from the empress as ‘time served,’ “
Tracey Drake, the hotel’s director of public relations 
said as wild as it sounds, the story is true. Drake initially 
thought it was an April Fool’s joke but long-term staff 
confirmed the tale Drake said. “In the hotel industry, 
you see a lot of things.”
Burchill visited Victoria and the Empress Hotel over the 
Easter weekend. Ryan Reardon, the hotel’s director of 
rooms, told him he is once again welcome as a guest.
“I bet it was the pound of Brothers Pepperoni that I 
gave them as a peace offering that did the trick,” Burchill 
quipped.

KATIE DEROSA, VICTORIA TIMES COLONIST

Lifetime ban from Victoria’s Fairmont  
Empress for seagull fiasco lifted 



HMC Dockyard in Halifax, circa 1980

HMC Dockyard in Halifax, circa 1955
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Folks around the Museum:
ART JORGENSON

Arthur D. Jorgenson was born in a log house, his father 
had cut the logs for a house that was built on a farm six 
miles from Elfros Saskatchewan.  He entered the world 
and his family on July 13th 1933 (86 plus years ago). 
His Mom and Dad were immigrants so Art is a first 
generation Canadian. His father served in the Canadian 
army in WWI and at Saskatoon RCAF base in WWII.

When the Korean war started in 1951, Art, having been 
a Sea Cadet (RCSCC Jervis Bay), joined the RCNR 
at HMCS Unicorn in Saskatoon. He was assigned as a 
Victualing Storesman.  Beginning his trade training 
under RCNR Commissioned Warrant Officer (RCNVR 
SLT WWII rank) Armet, he was issued a Supply and 
Accounting BRCN 601(2) manual and was off to 
classroom study.

In 1953 he was transferred to Hamilton Ontario to 
report to HMCS Star for summer assignments aboard 
ships attached to the Great Lakes Training Command. 
He served briefly aboard HMCS Kentville until she 
was called back to Halifax. So along with his sea bag 
and hammock he moved to HMCS Digby. That season 
aboard ship was the highlight of Art’s time with the 
Reserves.

His civilian job as a relief grocery store manager took 
him away from Saskatoon for periods of 3 or 4 weeks 
at a time. This was tolerated by the RCNR because 
he volunteered for any ship work party and inventory 
when he was in town.  In 1955 Art was ordered to 
report to LCdr Heatley (RCN Recruiting Officer) who 
gave him an ultimatum: either make a commitment to 
regular Divisions, join the regular force or petition for 
a discharge from the RCNR. As he was still away from 
home a lot, plus engaged to marry his beautiful fiancée 
Joan Stobbs he accepted an honourable discharge in 
1955.

After getting married, they moved to Yorkton 
Saskatchewan in 1956 where Art was the store manager 
of an OK Economy Market. 1960 found them in Moose 
Jaw Saskatchewan. He was working as a cheese peddler 
(Sales Rep) for Kraft Foods. After 29 years and many 
transfers, including one to Calgary in 1984, Art retired 
in 1989. With guidance from KPMG, and having been 
provided with his retirement package, he and Joan 
opened a consulting practice. His first contract was 
with the Federal Business Development Bank.  During 

that time he met Laurie Hainsworth who was his go to 
guy for banking advice if his client needed extra special 
financial help.  Laurie was a WWII RCNVR vet and 
retired executive from RBC. He suffered from arthritis 
of the hands and asked if Art could help him put new 
merchandise in the display case at the Navy museum.  
This was Art’s introduction to the museum. 

He thanks his brief time in the RCNR for being a 
watchkeeper at the museum for the past 26 years.  
Meeting and working with Frank Saies-Jones, Walter 
Trueman and Bob Costigan, they encouraged him to 
join the CNVA.  In their retirement, Joan and Art have 
found the association and the friendship of the naval 
community to be a great reward for having been part 
of the Navy. Although they can no longer participate in 
all the activities they once took part in, they still try to 
do something to feel part of the Association.

Art is a past Master At Arms and former President of 
the CNVA.

Art Jorgenson
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