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Surrender of the German submarine U-889 off Shelburne, Nova Scotia, May 13, 1945.
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From the Editor
Scott Hausberg

T

owards the end of March, just as the Board was
discussing the launch of a fund-raising initiative,
a letter was received from a fund-raising organization called Benefaction. Benefaction was writing to
advise that Bill and Judy Bialkowski of King Hill, Ontario
had donated $1,000 to NMAS. What a wonderful suprise! Have you thought of donating to preserve our
naval heritage? It’s easy to do through the NMAS website and, of course, it comes with a charitable donation
receipt that gives you a 50% tax credit in Alberta (for
donations over $200).
The Military Museums Gift Shop now has some new
selections of the naval variant. Royal Canadian Navy
T-shirts (below right), new books, model ships, Naval
Museum coffee mugs (below left) and, very soon, Naval
Museum pens. All sales benefit both TMM and NMAS!

dirty grey).
Last October we celebrated our second Navy Days
at the Museum during which we offered non-members
of the Society free membership in the Society for the
balance of 2017. When we started campaigning for the
2018 year, we also canvassed those temporary members as well as our longer standing members which
has resulted in a 25% increase in the membership of
the Society … a most gratifying result! It would appear that a lot of people found out about the Society at
Navy Days last Fall. BZ again to Scott Hausberg and his
crew who put together such a successful event. As an
aside, Navy Days is again scheduled for next Fall.
Have you checked out the website of the Society?
It’s now located at http://navalmuseumofalbertasociety.
ca Check the site out and sign in as it contains information for members and includes a feed from the new
Navy Calgary Facebook page.
As is the case with most charitable organizations,
NMAS is in need of volunteers! In our case, we try
to man the Museum with our “Watchkeepers” to assist visitors to the museum in interpreting our displays
and pointing out features of interest. Generally, we
have one Watchkeeper member on duty from 1000 to
1500 daily and perhaps a “Tour Guide” when there are
scheduled tours of students, troops, etc.
In addition, our Board needs volunteers to operate
the Society. This year we will be looking for a number of members “retiring” from the Board. The Board
meets bi-monthly, although some Board members are
more heavily committed because of their role on the
Board.
If you can help us in either regard, please contact me
at kensivertsen@nucleus.com for further information.

President’s Report
Ken Sivertsen

W

ell it looks like Spring might be coming after all. I haven’t seen much in the way of
flowers but there have been robins around
and my resident rabbit is in the process of changing his
coat from winter white to a colour more appropriate
for summer (I’m not sure if it’s going to be brown or
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Museum Report
Eric Kahler & Brad Froggatt

T

he following is a report on the activities of the
Naval Museum of Alberta prepared jointly by
the Director, Eric Kahler and the Curator, Brad
Froggatt. It has now been five months since the formal
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hiring of the Director and Curator and, suffice to say,
it has been a busy period. A new draft strategic fiveyear plan has been developed which will see the NMA
continue plans for the redevelopment of existing galleries and expansion of exhibits, in order to continue
to improve our ability to not only tell the RCN’s story
from the past, but to also bring the historic timeline up
to the present.
The long-term plans are to consolidate the gallery as
much as practical into specific events, innovations and
operations. This will roughly structure the historical
interpretation into the following gallery areas:
• Naval historic traditions,
• Pre-Confederation, Canadian RN Naval Stations,
the War of 1812,
• The Birth of the RCN, RNCVR, RCNVR, RCNR,
• The First World War,
• Between the wars,
• The Second World War / Battle of the Atlantic,
• Post Second World War,
• Naval Aviation,
• The Submarine Story,
• The Korean War,
• The Cold War,
• UN Missions and Peacekeeping,
• More recent events including NATO missions,
the Middle East, Afghanistan, disaster relief and
response, and…
• The current Navy and possible future roles of
the RCN.
This is not a complete list and the goals are longterm. The intent is to build on the great work done
since the museum was established and incorporate
new technologies as it becomes possible. Virtual reality
displays and telephone touring applications are being
considered and their feasibility explored.
Fundraising
Since our goals and initiatives require significant funding and although the Naval Museum of Alberta Society
provides continuous funding, it is a finite resource. For
example, the Protecteur anchor project is estimated to
cost approximately $30,000. We are therefore looking
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at ways to raise additional funds through corporate or
private donations for this and other projects. We have
been exploring options to work with professional fundraisers who will help us generate increased revenue,
and to that end are hoping to put together a team of
four or five volunteers. We need help to develop the
fundraising organizational structure, brand value and
governance policies which will allow us to develop the
NMA story and form the basis of our fundraising efforts. If anyone is interested in working with
us to help with that, to learn more about professional
fundraising and to be a long-term team member, please
identify yourself to the NMA Director. We would welcome your assistance.
If you or someone you know, may be interested in
leaving a legacy donation (through your/their estate or
otherwise) to the museum, please let us know. We can
then plan for proper stewardship and recognition of
such donations.
Memorandum of Agreement
The old Memorandum of Agreement between Her
Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada as represented
by the Commanding Officer of HMCS Tecumseh and
the NMAS has expired and has been rewritten. It is
presently being reviewed by legal staff. This agreement spells out the operational relationship between
the NMA and the NMAS with respect to artifact loan
agreements and museum display policies. It is a necessary legal agreement to identify the responsibilities
and protect the rights of each party. We anticipate the
agreement will be signed in Spring 2018.
Museum Interpretion and Signage
Part of the ongoing development includes improved
signage and interpretative panels. In order to ensure
we are meeting our mandated responsibility as a DND
Museum, as a long-term project all interpretative signs
and panels will be produced in both official languages.
The museum is utilizing DND translation services to
carry this out. This of course requires that all older
panels be transcribed and submitted for translation. As
this work progresses, text panels will be redesigned to
accommodate both languages and will be printed in a
common font and design.
3

The first panels to be completed will be the upper
mezzanine panels which are expected to be installed
early April 2018.
Lectures at NMA

Commodore Mulkins addresses members of the Calgary business
community at the Naval Museum of Alberta.

From the Workshop
Dr. Stephane Guevremont (standing) delivering his talk on the
Flower Class Corvettes in the NMA gallery.

The NMA Gallery hosted a number of presenters
and lecturers over the past few months, both as part of
the TMM lecture series, and in cooperation with outside organizations and members of the Naval Community.
On 24 February 2018, Dr. Stephane Guevremont
presented a lecture entitled: “The Flower Class Corvette: a Canadian Story 1939-42.” Hosted at NMA by
the Calgary Naval Veterans Association (CNVA) the
lecture covered the policies and conditions that led to
the adoption of the corvette during the Second World
War and its production and use during that time. The
lecture was informative and very well received by over
65 attendees. Some people commented that it was the
best lecture they had seen at TMM. This lecture has a
sequel (1943-45) which may be presented in the coming months.
On 12 March 2018, Commodore Marta Mulkins,
Commander NAVRES, gave a presentation in the NMA
Gallery to Calgary business people on the Naval Reserve, what it does, what members of the reserve offer
employers, and how they can support their employees
who train with the Naval Reserve. Also present were
thirty members of the business community, as was the
Commanding Officer of HMCS Tecumseh, Commander
Robert MacLeod (who is the Chair of the NMA Board).
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Mike Potter

T

he past few months have been busy finishing
up previous projects. Chuck Von is now working full time elsewhere but gives of his time as
it becomes available. Thankfully he has been able to
finish off some of the painting of existing cabinets and
displays.
Mike Gervais and John Davis are currently working
on making the workshop free from dust and safer by
eliminating the use of extension cords and tripping hazards on the floor, by installing an overhead rack to support power directly to the work areas and power tools
located in the middle the floor.
The cut-off saw now has a new dust reduced cabinet
where we can store hand power tools in a convenient
location along with the assorted attachments. Soon
we will have carry cases to go along with each of these
tools, all stored in the same place.
A new 8 ft. x 8 ft. work bench has been built, where
four people can work at the same time, this allows for
better working conditions and location to use power
tools. A new power source and vacuum will be installed for central dust collection.
Finally, a new table saw out feed bench has been built
that allows the worker to control the cutting of sheet
material with greater precision.
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I have almost finished the refurbishing of HMCS Athabaskan model (the ‘Unlucky Lady’). When completed
in about two weeks she will be placed into her new
static display space in the WWII model cabinet, just in
time for the 74th anniversary of her sinking in April
1944. Athabaskan has been repainted and remodeled
to include many of the fittings that were installed in the
actual ship just prior to her loss.
Next on the model list is HMS Nabob (CVE 77), an
American-built, lend-lease to the Royal Navy vessel
which was manned by a mostly Canadian crew. Stay
tuned for more news on upcoming new exhibits.

force behind the creation of the Naval Museum of Alberta and, in 2008, brokered its co-location with seven other museums to form The Military Museums of
Calgary. Known affectionately as “Captain Bill,” he has
worked tirelessly to amass an impressive collection of
artifacts and to share his knowledge of Canadian naval
history with younger generations.”

HMCS Sackville saved
Ottawa Citizen, January 26, 2018, David Pugliese

Meritorious Service Medal
presented to Captain Bill
Sgt. Johanie Maheu, Rideau Hall, OSGG, 2018

The Flower-class corvette HMCS Sackville on exhibit at her summer location in Halifax harbour.

Captain (N) Bill Wilson, OMM, AOE, MSM, CD (Ret’d) and Her Execllency, The Right Hon. Julie Payette, the Governor General of
Canada on the presentation of the Meritorious Service Medal (Civil
Division) to Bill at Rideau Hall, Ottawa, February 28th, 2018.

O

n February 28th, 2018, our own Capt(N) Bill
Wilson was awarded the Meritorious Service
Medal by the Governor-General. Here is the
official citation and photograph.
Captain(N) William Hargen Wilson, OMM, AOE, MSM, CD (Ret’d)
High River, Alberta
Meritorious Service Medal (Civil Division)

“Capt(N) William Hargen Wilson was the driving
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T

he federal government will contribute up to $3.5
million to the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust for
extensive repairs to HMCS Sackville.
As Canada’s oldest warship and the sole remaining
Flower-class corvette, HMCS Sackville is an important
part of Royal Canadian Navy history, according to the
federal government.
HMCS Sackville has been owned by the non-profit
Canadian Naval Memorial Trust since the 1980s, operating seasonally on the Halifax waterfront as Canada’s
Naval Memorial and a museum ship. As Canada’s oldest
existing warship and the sole remaining Flower-class
corvette, the Royal Canadian Navy says HMCS Sackville
is an important part of its history.
Most of the repair work is expected to be completed
at the Fleet Maintenance Facility (FMF) Cape Scott located within Her Majesty’s Canadian (HMC) Dockyard.
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The Death of Naval Heritage?
Reprinted with permission from NSNAC Bosn’s Call,
Winter 2018 Draft Editorial by Peter Haydon,
President Nova Scotia Naval Association of Canada

S

ome people may well see the opening decades
of the 21st century as the era in which Canadian
naval heritage died. That is a sweeping statement that demands substantiation if it is to have any
credibility. I will try to provide some. From a somewhat narrow perspective, that from the East Coast of
Canada, several concerns combine to lead one to question government commitment to naval heritage. First,
it is common knowledge that the future of HMCS Sackville as a living historical ship is extremely uncertain.
The invaluable maintenance provided by the RCN that
not only keeps the ship afloat but also makes her safe
for the 25,000 visitors each summer may be forbidden in future. Apparently, that support is now deemed
to be in contravention of government rules concerning
support to charitable organizations.*
Without the RCN’s support or the immediate involvement of a major sponsor, the means by which we
commemorate the sacrifice made by more than 4,500
Canadians during the six year Battle of the Atlantic
(1939-1945) and promote understanding of that campaign, will be greatly diminished. For clarity’s sake, that
number comprises over 2,000 officers and men of the
RCN, RCNR and RCNVR, 752 members of the RCAF,
1,600 Canadian and Newfoundland merchant seamen
and many civilians like the 136 who perished in the torpedoing of the SS Caribou while on passage from Nova
Scotia to Newfoundland in October 1942. We owe
it to those who paid the supreme sacrifice and their
families to ensure they are not forgotten. Sackville not
only commemorates those who died but also those
who survived and those who toiled ashore to sustain
the overall Canadian naval commitment to the Battle
of the Atlantic. *(Wendall Brown, Chair CNMT: The
Commander of the Navy (CRCN) was told in no uncertain terms that he didn’t have the mandate to support Sackville, “a third party” to the Navy. VAdm Lloyd,
CRCN, with the cooperation and assistance of the
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Deputy Minister of National Defence, Jodie Thomas, is
going beyond his mandate to seek a solution to the issue of support for Sackville within the Federal Government department.
Second, the Bonaventure anchor which stands proudly in Halifax’s Point Pleasant Park in tribute to the members of the RCN and RCAF who lost their lives at sea
during the 40 year Cold War (1949-1989) is in need of
repair and maintenance before it crumbles into the sea.
Despite the intervention of the Nova Scotia Branch
RUSI, bureaucratic inertia and disinterest is preventing
action being taken to preserve that memorial. From
where I stand there seems to be a great reluctance to
stand up and accept responsibility for the memorial.
This is not acceptable.
Third, the wonderful statue of “The Sailor” which
stands on Sackville Landing on the Halifax Landing,
erected and dedicated by The Atlantic Chiefs and Petty
Officers’ Association in May 1992, will soon need a new
sponsor because the initiating organization will shortly cease to exist. The dedication on the statue reads:
“The sailor statue representing those valiant young Canadians who served in both war and peace is symbolic of the
thousands of sailors who were instrumental in the victory at
sea and a fitting acknowledgement to those who continue
to maintain the peace.” Do we want that tribute to fall
into disrepair like the Bonaventure anchor?
Last, as we commemorated the centennial of the December 1917 Halifax explosion, one aspect of the event
seemed to be overlooked—that of the RCN. Not only
was HMCS Niobe damaged to the point that she never
sailed again, but also the newly established Royal Naval
College of Canada, located nearby in what became the
Stadacona Naval base, was severely damaged resulting
in the transfer of the cadets to Kingston, Ontario, and a
year later to Esquimalt, B.C. And I could not find mention of the roles played by the members of the RCN
in the immediate aftermath of the explosion. True, the
RCN was very small in those days, but it was still a
significant entity in Halifax. If we are to commemorate
historical events such as the explosion, should we not
ensure that all aspects are covered?
Admittedly, the foregoing is a narrow perspective
and certainly doesn’t take potential parallel issues on
the West Coast or, perhaps, in Central Canada, into
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account. The RCN, in its broadest sense, has always
suffered from a national identity problem. Several eminent people, such as Admiral Lord Jellicoe who conducted a study of Canada’s future naval requirements
after the First World War, have pointed out that once
past Quebec City and Montreal, the maritime dimension of Canada is virtually ignored until reaching Vancouver. Should we be surprised, therefore, that this
traditional maritime myopia in Central Canada tends
to dominate government policy? Is it too much to ask
that the government pay some attention to the country’s maritime and naval heritage?
Millions have been spent, some controversially, on
Army battles and achievements, could not some funds
be applied to naval and maritime memorials? Our parent organization, the Naval Association of Canada, has
of late devoted considerable resources to a public education initiative aimed at making the case for maintaining a modern, combat capable Navy. We began that
activity in 1994 during the public debate on Canadian

defence policy when the RCN was indeed under direct threat from a very vocal anti-military lobby group
which simply did not understand the maritime dimension of national security or the importance of peaceful
oceans to the national economy.
That group was blind to the fundamental lesson of
World War II—that without navies to secure the sea
lines of communication, armies have no role in securing peace. The NOAC, as NAC was then called, made
the case successfully for effective naval forces and has
continued to promote their value in an unsettled and
uncertain world.
That said, one has to ask if it might not be easier to
understand the vital roles of navies in the national fabric if the underlying facts of naval history and heritage
were more widely understood? Perhaps the time has
come when NAC should gird its loins and take up the
challenge of promoting Canadian naval heritage through
public education by leadership in helping maintain the
existing naval memorials.

Navy Calgary

White Ensigns for Cadets

T

he Navy Calgary Facebook page continues to

To provide a tangible connection to the history

grow in popularity. This page is the source

of the RCN, the Naval Museum of Alberta has

for information on naval happenings in Calgary.

offered a white ensign to each of the Calgary

At present, followers number close to 150.

region cadet corps. On March 1, NLCC John A.

On March 1st a post reached a record 2,267

Hamilton, also representing the co-located RC-

people. If you are not a Facebook user, you can

SCC Calgary, received their white ensign. On the

see all the same content via the NMAS website.

left representing NMAS is Scott Hausberg and

Please note that the NMAS website address has

on the right is the CO of John A. Hamilton, SLt

changed to navalmuseumofalbertasociety.ca

Woodie Lush.
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We always have a ‘pressing’ need for volunteers
to serve as Naval Museum Watchkeepers!

If you would like to enlist in our fine body of Watchkeepers, please contact Bill Buchanan at 403-274-7535
or by email to cutknife@telus.net and we’ll promise not to
send the Press Gang to your door!

JOIN THE NAVAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA SOCIETY
• SUPPORT THE PRESERVATION OF CANADA’S NAVAL HERITAGE
• RECEIVE THE ENSIGN NEWSLETTER FOUR TIMES PER YEAR
• FREE ENTRY TO THE MILITARY MUSEUMS AND THE NAVAL MUSEUM OF
		ALBERTA ALL YEAR (Regular $15 per entry)
• FREE ENTRY TO ‘NAVY DAY’ IN OCTOBER
• VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES GALORE
Only $20.00 per year! Join in just five minutes with credit card payment via http://navalmuseumofalbertasociety.wildapricot.org/
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THE ENSIGN is published on a quarterly basis by the Naval Museum of
Alberta Society, and is mailed to all who purchase a $20.00 annual membership in the Society expiring 31 December of each year. Portions of this
publication may be copied without permission provided specific copyright is
not indicated and full credit is given to both the author(s) and THE ENSIGN.
The editor is solely responsible for content; any opinions expressed herein
are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the opinion
or positions of the Department of National Defence, the Naval Museum of

The Naval Museum of Alberta

is located at The Military Museums
4520 Crowchild Trail, SW, Calgary, Alberta T2T 5J4
Telephone 403-974-2807

Admission Prices

Adults $10.00, Seniors $5.00, Youth 7-17 $4.00
Serving personnel (past and present) and their families FREE
NMAS members FREE • Ample free parking

Hours of operation

Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Weekends and holidays 9:30 am to 4:00 pm

Alberta Society and/or the Naval Museum of Alberta. The Naval Museum
of Alberta is a fully accredited Canadian Forces museum and the Naval Museum of Alberta Society is a duly registered not-for-profit organization.

Creative services and layout are provided by
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LCdr (Ret’d) George A. Moore, President

1871 Primrose Crescent, Kamloops, BC V1S 0A5

The Naval Museum of Alberta Society
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Telephone 403-242-0002
Facsimile 403-240-1966
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