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Join us for our annual

Navy Days
At the Naval Museum of Alberta Gallery
The Military Museums
4520 Crowchild Trail SW

OCTOBER 28 AND 29, 2017
Free Admission from 1000 – 1500 Each Day
New Exhibits:






WW2 Model ship wall
HMS Victory Poop Deck
U-Boat VR Interactive
Doc Seaman Theatre
Uniform Exhibits

Events

 Silent Auction
 “Garage sale” of surplus
nautical and militaryrelated items
 3D life-size scanning and
printing
 Warrior Sailing Program

Saturday

Sunday

Dr. Stephane Guevremont
Military Historian, Hon Colonel 419 Tactical
Fighter Squadron, Cold Lake

Canada’s only hospital ship
Jon Johnson
Military Postal Historian

1100 - Lecture: Dunkirk

1100 - Lecture: Prince George

1200 - Meet our Veterans and
“Splice the Mainbrace”

1230 - Band Concert by the
band of HMCS Tecumseh

1300 - Lecture: Canada vs the
U Boats

1330 – Lecture: White Ensign
Flying – HMCS Trentonian

Dr. Stephane Guevremont

Roger Litwiller, Naval Historian

Sponsored by the Naval Museum of Alberta Society with the participation of and assistance from:
Ship’s Company HMCS Tecumseh
The Navy League of Canada’s Calgary Branches and their Sea Cadet and Navy League Cadet Corps
Naval Association of Canada
Calgary Naval Veterans’ Association

The Naval Museum of Alberta will be the site of the
second iteration of Navy Days on October 28-29
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The visitors got a ‘walk about’ of the NMAS building,

From the Editor
Scott Hausberg

then met for 90 minutes with the Committee in a cordial
manner. Both parties are looking to cooperate in meeting each other’s needs.

LCol Knapik provided an overview of the Government

S

hortly after I formally took on the role of planning
and executing Navy Days, Bill Wilson suggested

that we could perhaps take advantage of the popu-

larity of the movie “Dunkirk” in promoting the event. At
the time, there were many media reports of a Calgary
naval veteran who was at Dunkirk and his thoughts on
the movie’s realism. I decided to try to find this vet and

a few hours later I was at the Colonel Belcher facility and
talking to RN veteran Ken Sturdy.

I decided that I could dig a little deeper into Ken’s life

than the mainstream media had and proceeded to write

the article that is included in this issue. I also tried (unsuccessfully) to get The Calgary Herald to publish it, as it

of Canada and therefore DND’s, wish/need to rational-

ize its properties nationally. He described the organizations that attend to this. In the Calgary situation, Can-

ada Lands is involved and needs DND to vacate Currie
Barracks property soon. To facilitate this, a Super Armoury concept was developed about three years ago but

deemed too costly at $40M. The site for the Armoury
was HMCS Tecumseh with a footprint over the NMAS
Annex building. This plan is now being reworked.

It would appear that, even under a change of the plan,

NMAS would be required to vacate our Annex premises
within a time frame of 3-5 years. Discussions in this regard are ongoing.

Our new initiative concerning the naval community in

would be good advertising for Navy Days.

Calgary is being continued through our second annual

his attendance with a lecture on Dunkirk by Dr. Stephane

can be found elsewhere in this edition of The Ensign.

Ken readily agreed to attend Navy Days and I paired

Guevremont and a follow-on salute to all of our veterans.

Navy Days. Further information concerning this event
The 2017 Annual General Meeting will be held in the

This issue of The Ensign has a Dunkirk focus. It starts

Education Room at The Military Museums at 1000 on

Then there are two articles focussed on two Canadians

to attend! The Calgary Naval Veterans Association has

with a Calgary Herald article on Ken and then my article.

who played important roles at Dunkirk. Hope to see you
at Navy Days!

Saturday, November 25th. All members are encouraged
graciously invited all members of the NMAS to join them
after the meeting in the CNVA’s meeting rooms on the
Stampede grounds.

NMAS will hold another casino on January 17 & 18,

President’s Report
Ken Sivertsen

M

the NMAS Board met with LCol Robert Knapik,
Commanding Officer, Real Property Operations

(West) DND (based in Edmonton), and WO Shaun Delamere and Jill Aydemir, Coordinator, Real Property Man-

agement, Defence Construction Canada (both based in
Calgary) in early September concerning the proposed

This meeting was

prompted by the desire of Canada Lands to obtain the
rest of the Currie Barracks property for development.
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are willing to help in this regard, call me at 403-281-8640.
In the last edition of The Ensign, I indicated that I

would be reviewing the long-term goals of the Society as

embers of the NMAS Executive Committee of

plans for the Tecumseh property.

2018. Volunteers will be needed to run this casino. If you

approved by the Society in 2011. Essentially, the goals

outlined in the last Ensign are proceeding as stated with
the exception of the development and provision of edu-

cational awareness programs that tell Canada’s naval
story by establishing a speaker’s bureau, building pro-

grammes with teachers, providing navy content for TMM
programmes and supporting scholarly research. While

some progress has been made, additional work must be

done. The new Board will have to focus more in this regard.

Smooth sailing!
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Project Manager’s
Report

tion. To do this, volunteers had to carry out a precision

extraction of the ship from her old case and mount her
on a temporary platform while being restored.

Brad Froggatt

N

avy Days is fast approaching and no doubt we will
be seeing many of you at that event. This will give

many a chance to see some of the changes that

have been underway in the museum galleries. Mike Potter and his cohort of able volunteers have been hard at

work on the construction of the new cases for Second
World War RCN ships located in the lower gallery.

Designed by Mike, the new cases will house many of

the models of Second World War ships in one location.

The cases feature LED lighting that is controllable with
timers and dimmers. In addition to having no ultraviolet

radiation, the LED lights add to better colour rendition
and, from the feedback we have received thus far, really

Volunteers Mike Potter (left), Mike Gervais and
Bruce Connolly removing the Athabaskan from her
case (not in image, Chuck Von).

allows the fine detail of the valuable models to “pop.”

Captain(N) Bill Wilson

zanine and consolidate the wartime vessels in the Battle

mander of the RCN, Vice Admiral M. F. R. Lloyd, twice

is complete new interpretive text panels will be mounted

rations in May and again for a special presentation of a

The cases line the main wall under the gallery mez-

of the Atlantic area of the gallery. Once the installation
on the cases. The completion will coincide with the new
cap tally case that will also be lit with LED lighting.

The Museum has had the honour of hosting the Com-

this year; once for the Battle of the Atlantic commemoplaque in honour of Capt (N) Bill Wilson on 9 September.

The plaque was presented to recognize the work done

by Captain Wilson over the years to collect and grow
what has become the largest naval collection of its kind
in Canada.

Second World War model ship wall under construction.

HMCS Athabaskan

VAdm Lloyd
and Capt(N) Bill
Wilson at the
presentation of
the plaque.

Our venerable model of HMCS Athabaskan is flying

the port flag at the moment as she undergoes a refit pri-

or to being berthed in her new case. Prior to installation
in the new ship case, the Athabaskan is receiving some

much needed repairs and will be repainted in her wartime camouflage prior to returning to permanent exhibiAutumn 2017 | The Ensign

“Admiral, you have the
conn.” VAdm Lloyd took
command of our Virtual
Reality periscope during
his visit to the Naval
Museum in September.
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From the Workshop

This new model will become a part of the yet to be built

By Mike Potter

of the Merchant Marine display behind the Bofors gun.

W

e’re now getting ready for Navy Days at the
Museum. The WWII model ships are now being placed into the new cabinet. Final touches

are now in progress to hide the electrical cords and to

Cold War model ship display that will be on the outside

Recently, Brad Frogatt received some air crew briefing

chairs (see photo below) and they have now been placed
into the current Doc Seaman Theatre. The theatre will

now be re-oriented north to south to allow for better
viewing.

place the plexiglas panels in the openings to shield the
models.

Mike Gervais and another new member to the work-

shop crew, Chuck Von, are seen above putting some final
touches to the curved walls that will be placed beside
the cap tally display and between the model ship display

and the mess deck, creating a pathway through the lower

deck gallery. As you can tell by the picture above, Mike
just can’t stand still (sorry for the out of focus Mike!)

Finally, Bruce and I have been working on refurbishing

HMCS Athabaskan. The large model was originally built

during the Second World War to help raise money. Dur-

ing the intervening years she has suffered some serious
damage to the hull and decks and some time ago, was
given a camouflage that covered everything including

the decks without regard for the actual paint scheme.

Athabaskan will now be painted with the correct camouflage pattern. The original rigging had to be replaced

as it was also painted and became brittle and did not
survive removal from its case. Much of that rigging was

falling apart inside the original display case and was quite
tatty looking.

We look forward to seeing everyone on October 28-

29. We may also have some additional surprises for you
during Navy Days.

AGM Notice
Welcome back to John Davis who can be here seen

working on his project, a model of HMCS Protecteur.
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T

he NMAS Annual General Meeting will be held on

Saturday, November 25th in the Education Room at

The Military Museums. All members are encouraged to
Autumn 2017 | The Ensign

Still from “Dunkirk” the movie.

attend. Following the meeting, members will be treated

to lunch at the Calgary Naval Veterans Association Corvette Club on the Stampede grounds.

Director nominations at press time were:

Bill Buchanan, Lorne Hanson, Scott Hanwell, Scott

Hausberg, Eric Kahler, Bill Kane, Nancy Olmstead, Ken
Sivertsen, Anita Von and Gary Whitehead.

Casino Volunteers
Needed!
Our next Casino will be on 17-18 January 2018. Please

contact Johanne Aylett at jaylett@telusplanet.net if you
are available to help.

Dunkirk
‘It was a strange chaos:’ Dunkirk movie
hits home for WWII veteran who was there…
By Alanna Smith, The Calgary Herald, July 24, 2017

M

emories of the “chaotic” Dunkirk evacuation
flooded back to 97-year old war veteran Ken
Sturdy as he watched the premiere of the war

film at Westhills Cinema.

The Battle of Dunkirk took place during the Second

World War as German Nazi troops forced Allied forces
to flee from the beaches of Dunkirk, France. Over ten
days between May 26 and June 4, 1940, almost 350,000

soldiers were saved from the shores after an arsenal of
small ships sailed to Dunkirk to rescue them. Sturdy was
on one of those ships.

“The only word you can use really is chaos. If you

could get off the beach to boats, you did it,” he said.
“Men who had landed earlier in an attempt to confront

the Nazis, they had to leave all their ammunition behind.
All our men who went over to try to save Europe just got
away with themselves—that’s all.”

At just 20 years old, Sturdy was in the Royal Navy be-

ing trained as a signalman in Portsmouth, England, when

they received an urgent message from an Admiral in Dover. All able-bodied men were needed. A fleet of small
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ships were crossing the channel to rescue soldiers under
fire on the shores of France.

“It was not neatly organized—and to some extent it

was. You just couldn’t run to a small boat, you waited
your turn, you lined up,” said Sturdy. “And whilst this is

happening you’re being bombed and shot at from the
air.” “It was a strange chaos, a kind of terror that went
on for ten days.”

There were no men left standing at Dunkirk come

June 4, 1940. If soldiers weren’t rescued they were either floating in the water or taken prisoner, he recalled.
Sturdy remembers lots of bodies.

“There was a real sense of loss,” he said. “There was

a great sense of misery amongst the men. I can’t really

put it into words—we went across there to save Europe
and we lost.”

Sturdy said the film portrayed those feelings realisti-

cally and he left the theatre emotional, thinking of all the

men who lost their lives. “Many of those young fellows
we lost were 18, 19, 20,” said Sturdy. “I’ve lived a long,

happy life, but I suppose this weekend my thoughts go
back to all those chaps who were my age and didn’t live
a long life.”

For the soldiers that lived—those who confronted

death and felt their spirits flatten at the hands of defeat—victory was felt four years later on D-Day, June 6,

1944. A decade later, Sturdy moved to Calgary with his
wife and has been calling it home ever since. He became

an artist after the war and even helped found the Alberta
College of Art and Design.

“The miracle of Dunkirk—how all those men got away,

I don’t know,” said Sturdy. Despite the very real account

of war portrayed in the film, he thinks it’s unlikely people
will learn from it. “The human species is so clever. We

can send a man to the moon and back, but we’re dumb
when it comes to keeping peace,” he said.

“You’d think after that retreat in Dunkirk, we would
5

have learned something. In a sense we do, but another gen-

Belcher residence. Also present was Bev Jacoby, who was

eration comes along and thinks they can do better.”

there to present him with a quilt from the Quilts of Valour
program. He told us about how many reporters he had talk-

97-Year Old Dunkirk
Veteran’s Incredible
Story (So far)
By Scott Hausberg

I

ed with to date and that more were coming. He was full of
energy and loved telling his stories. While the media to date
has only been interested in his Dunkirk exploits, I wanted to
tell my readers, all 90 of them, more about his life.
After two visits and a little internet research, I thought I
had enough to write his story. Here are the highlights.
Ken was born in Wales in 1920 and that makes him an
amazing 97 years old today. Early in 1940, he enrolled in the

first heard of Ken Sturdy the same way you may have, via

Royal Navy as an Ordinary Signalman. He had just complet-

the many news stories regarding his viewing of the film

ed his signals training and was awaiting his first assignment

“Dunkirk.” These stories started with the Calgary media

when the Dunkirk evacuation started. He and his classmates

but soon were picked up around the world by organizations

were told to put on their old civilian clothes and report to

such as People, Fox News, Variety, US News, The Telegraph,

the Dover docks; Operation Dynamo had commenced and

Indian Express … and then there was the social media cov-

Ken was to be part of it. Over a period of nine days, Ken

erage.

made two crossings in a small yacht and assisted in the

As a naval veteran who is very active in Calgary’s naval

rescue of approximately 60 British soldiers. The beach at

community, I wondered why I had not heard of Ken Sturdy.

Dunkirk, however, would not be the last time that Ken was

As the Navy Days organizer, I was looking for ways to at-

under fire from the German Wehrmacht.

tract people to the event. Thinking that I could capitalize

In February 1944, Ken was transferred to 41 Commando

on the success of the movie “Dunkirk,” I thought perhaps

of the 4th Special Service Brigade. He gave up his smart

we could honour Ken Sturdy at our event. As well, if I could

naval blues for the khaki of the Royal Marines. His role with

learn more about him, I could write a story for the museum

the Commando was initially to signal for naval gunfire and

society’s newsletter.

later to operate the VHF radio. Ken and the Commando

I found a phone number for Ken and within a couple of

landed on Sword beach on D-Day and fought their way

hours of calling, I found myself in his room at the Colonel

inland. At one point during the Battle of Normandy, Ken

Ordinary Signalman
Sturdy ca. 1940.
Ken is presented
with a Quilt of
Valour by Bev
Jacoby.
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found himself taking cover beside his brother Norman. At
that point, Ken had not seen Norman for four years.
Ken and 41 Commando were part of the First Canadian
Army and fought side by side with Canadians in liberating
Walcheren Island in Holland’s Scheldt Estuary. This difficult
and costly campaign was necessary to open shipping access
to the vital port of Antwerp.
On May 8th, 1945, Germany surrendered and 41 Commando were loaded into trucks for movement back to England and then to the Far East. Unfortunately, Ken’s truck hit
a landmine. Severely wounded, Ken had his spleen removed
at a field hospital and was sent to Belgium to recover. He
was discharged several months later.
Following the war, Ken trained as an artist. He graduated
in 1949 from Loughborough University and from the Chelsea
School of Art in 1953. Soon after he decided that a better life could be had in Canada and he moved his first wife
and two children to Toronto. In 1954, he accepted a role at
the Provincial Institute of Technology and Art (later renamed
SAIT) in Calgary.
In 1962, Ken and his second wife Una, moved to Montréal
and then in 1966 they moved to Glasgow, Scotland. In 1967

they toured Europe in a VW van and then moved back to
Calgary. Ken was head of the Alberta College of Art from
1970 until 1982.
In 1993, Ken and Una once again moved back to Britain.
They settled in Torquay, a town most famous as the setting
for the television comedy “Fawlty Towers.” In 2003, they
won a gold medal in ballroom dancing. In 2009, he joined
the Normandy Veterans Association. Sadly, in 2015, Una
succumbed to cancer. Ken moved back to Calgary in 2016
to be near friends and family.
In 2015, Ken was awarded the Legion d’honneur in the
grade of chevalier (knight) the highest award given by
France. This adds to his other medals (1939-45 Star, France
and Germany Star with Atlantic bar, War Medal 1939-45,
Royal Naval Patrol Service Medal and Normandy Campaign
Medal).
For me, just meeting Ken and learning about all he had
done in his life was a thrill. I wrote my article, introduced
Ken to the Calgary Naval Veterans Association and he also
agreed to attend Navy Days. So, mark your calendar for
October 28 and 29 at the Naval Museum of Alberta at The
Military Museums and you might meet him too.

Robert Timbrell at Dunkirk
The following was extracted from Wikipedia.

R

Royal Navy gunnery school
at Whale Island, Portsmouth.

ear Admiral Robert Walter Timbrell, CMM, DSC, CD,

He was still just 20 years old

Royal Canadian Navy (February 1, 1920 - April 11,

when in May 1940 he was

2006) was the first Canadian to be decorated with

among 20 other junior of-

the Distinguished Service Cross during the Second World

ficers who were ordered to

War. This followed his part in Operation Dynamo where he

take command of small boats

was personally responsible for the evacuation of 900 troops

to assist in the evacuation

from the beaches of Dunkirk.

from Dunkirk.

RAdm Robert Timbrell

Later in the war he served in destroyers escorting con-

He was sent to Ramsgate and placed in command of the

voys across the North Atlantic, becoming second in com-

1934 Camper and Nicholsons motor yacht Llanthony, which

mand and then serving on the staff of escort group com-

belonged to the former Member of Parliament Colonel Lio-

manders.

nel Beaumont Thomas MC. Timbrell was assigned a crew

His post-war career saw him command a variety of vessels

consisting of a Royal Navy petty officer, two London Trans-

including the aircraft carrier HMCS Bonaventure as well as

port (LT) bus mechanics and six woodsmen from Newfound-

several staff roles. He ultimately became head of Canada’s

land. The only equipment that was issued was a First World

naval forces but he was unhappy with the merger of the Ca-

War revolver, an uncorrected magnetic compass and a chart

nadian Army, Royal Canadian Navy and the Royal Canadian

of the (known) minefields. However, Llanthony did carry two

Air Force into the unified Canadian Forces. Following con-

tenders, which would later allow them to take 16 men at a

flicts with the Chief of the Defence Staff, he retired in 1973.

time from the beaches.

Timbrell was promoted Sub-Lieutenant and posted to the
Autumn 2017 | The Ensign

After fuelling and loading several barrels of fresh water
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they set off across the English Channel for Dunkirk. Before

the bus conductor asked, “Are you just back from Dunkirk,

arriving at the beaches they met a broken down Thames plea-

sir?” The civilian passengers were still on board as the bus

sure steamer, crowded with evacuated troops which they im-

took the military personnel to Whale Island.

mediately towed back to Ramsgate. Setting out once more

Llanthony itself had brought back 280 men, and with the

for the evacuation beaches, this time they reached Dunkirk

trawlers under his command, the total for which Timbrell was

and started on the evacuation.

responsible was 900 evacuated. Timbrell’s DSC was gazett-

Then, as Timbrell told CBC in 1980, “On the third or fourth
trip we got bombed. We were hit on the fo’csle. I lost about
five of the crew and both my anchors snapped. The fuel
pipes were severed and both engines died. We drifted up
on the beach.”
He had succeeded in digging out the propellers and rudder from the sand when a Guards sergeant appeared with
eight guardsmen. The sergeant went back into Dunkirk and
commandeered a Bren Gun Carrier; this was driven into the
sea until its engine stopped and then used as an anchor for
Llanthony. The two LT mechanics then managed to repair
and restart the engines and she could be winched back into
the water. A metal plate was fixed over the bomb damage
and she returned to Kent with another load of soldiers.
Back in Ramsgate, in Timbrell’s own words, “By then I was
an old hand, so I was given four trawlers to add to my fleet.

himself, on September 3, 1940.

Unsung Hero: Canadian
inspiration for movie
‘Dunkirk’ still unrecognized.
By Rene Bruemmer, Montréal Gazette,
2 August 2017

T

he real-life hero of this summer’s blockbuster movie
‘Dunkirk,’ which portrays the valiant effort of naval
officers and civilians to evacuate more than 300,000

Allied soldiers trapped by the Germans during the Second
World War, was a Canadian who grew up in Montréal.

They had come down from Scotland and their old skippers

Yet the name of James Campbell Clouston, who is cred-

had 20 years experience—more sea time than I will ever get

ited with saving close to 200,000 soldiers as German planes

in my life.”

bombed and strafed the pier while he calmly ushered troops

The Guards sergeant and a few of his men, elected to stay
with Llanthony and had gathered together what they could

onto ships for five days, is never mentioned in the film and
remains largely unknown in Canada.

find by the way of weaponry including Bren guns and anti-

“He’s one of the great unsung Canadians who, in a pivotal

tank weapons. On the next trip, one of the trawlers hit a

moment in time, does extraordinary things, dies, and then

mine and was blown to pieces, with no survivors. However,

goes completely forgotten,” said University of Ottawa pro-

the replacement crew of Llanthony were able to drive off air

fessor Serge Durflinger.

attacks with the weaponry they had gathered and gave the

Clouston’s son has protested the lack of acknowledge-

marauding German E-boat something of a surprise when it

ment, saying the character played by Kenneth Branagh

attempted to attack them, only to be driven off.

should have had a Canadian accent, and that his father war-

On his final trip to Dunkirk, by which time German troops
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ed on 16 August 1940 and the investiture by King George VI

ranted at least a mention in the credits.

were already entering the town, he was met on the beach

Now, a group of Canadians are rallying to promote his

by a drunken British soldier who insisted on paying for his

memory. Michael Zavacky has been lobbying the Canadian

passage home with a case of looted brandy, and who then

government for recognition and for Canada Post to issue a

spent the journey asleep in the wheelhouse of the yacht.

commemorative stamp. War historian Jeffrey Street, who

Timbrell then returned to Portsmouth in the yacht, by now a

wrote and co-produced the 1990 CBC documentary “We

shadow of its former elegant self. The funnels riddled with

Shall Fight on the Beaches” chronicling the Dunkirk evacua-

bullet holes, the boats smashed and hull dirty and stained.

tion, is writing a book about Clouston.

Disembarking at Portsmouth dockyard, he stopped a civilian

“This man is from Montréal, he is one of us,” Zavacky said.

bus just outside the gates. Having looked at the dishevelled

“I find it sad and kind of tragic that someone who performed

bunch in front of him, still with their weapons (and brandy),

this type of valour, who was brave and saved lives, for some
Autumn 2017 | The Ensign

has just slipped under the radar.”

Dane, that they did not use historical names because the

At the age of 17, Clouston enlisted to join Britain’s Royal
Navy in 1917. He spent the next 23 years with the navy, rising to the rank of Commander.

film is a fictionalized version and Branagh’s character was inspired by the stories of several men.
“I was very disappointed when the filmmakers were ada-

In the last week of May 1940, the bulk of the British Expe-

mant that they were not going to mention his name, even in

ditionary Force and their French and Belgian allies, 338,000

the credits,” Dane Clouston, 78, wrote. As the only person

men, found themselves encircled by the German army,

who served as pier-master, his father’s role was clear, he said.

trapped at Dunkirk. Prime Minister Winston Churchill au-

Zavacky’s request for a commemorative stamp was de-

thorized Operation Dynamo to rescue them. Early estimates

nied but he is determined to continue, especially after travel-

predicted only 50,000 men would be saved.

ling to Dunkirk last summer and meeting Dane Clouston. He

Clouston was among eight men chosen to oversee the
evacuation. He was given the responsibility for a ramshackle

will be writing the Canadian government to lobby for some
form of commemoration or perhaps a posthumous medal.

pier extending one kilometre out into the English Channel on

“Almost all the veterans interviewed said this one figure

which only four men could stand abreast, which would prove

played a key role, but none of them knew his name,” Zavacky

pivotal to the evacuation. He arrived to find hundreds of

said. “It was the pier-master who saved our lives,” they said.

thousands of exhausted troops and only 50 men an hour be-

It’s like the curse of Clouston. It almost seems like history

ing evacuated. Through organizational brilliance and force

treated him the same way, like he’s the unknown hero. And

of will, Clouston was able to increase the rate to 2,000 an

to me, that’s the fight we’re fighting.”

hour, shuttling the men along the 10-foot wide pier, mainly
to naval vessel destroyers that would bring them across the

“Wouldn’t it be nice if his son, before he passes away,
could see the recognition his father is due?”

channel to safety in Britain.
“Like clockwork, he would have 500 guys aboard in 45
minutes, and the vessel would take off.” Durflinger recounted. “He had six to seven vessels lined up doing this all at
the same time.”

Lower Deck Justice
By Greg McKenzie

In his book, “The Miracle at Dunkirk,” historian Walter
Lord described Clouston as “a Canadian—big, tough, athlet-

Editor’s Note – Dave Eng served in the RCN for 42 years,

ic, amusing.” Veterans interviewed for the CBC documenta-

retiring in 2001 as a CPO2. He now volunteers a good deal

ry remembered him as a beacon of calm amid the terror. “He

of his time at the museum annex and was the 2016 Volunteer

was like a policeman … on a busy intersection, just guiding

of the Year. Greg McKenzie has put into words some inter-

people,” recalled one. “And all the time the Stuka bombers

esting stories from Dave’s career.

were going over and scaring everybody to death and then
they would give you a couple of bursts of gunfire, but he
just never moved, he just stood there, and he was jollying

D

ave recalls a really serious incident that occurred in
HMCS Margaree in about 1970. It caused serious
damage to the ship and it could have led to serious

everyone along.”
After five straight days on the pier, Clouston went to

consequences for a LS stoker. At the time, Dave served in

England for a planning meeting. He then chose to return

the ship as an electrician. The ship had just returned to Hali-

because close to 100,000 French troops remained.

His

fax after two weeks of intense work-ups after a refit. The

15-person motor launch was bombed on the way back and

ship’s company returned tired but pumped about pulling

he opted to stay with his crew instead of taking an early offer

together well and now operating at a high level of compe-

to be saved. He died along with 12 other crewmen of hy-

tence. Competence would soon be needed!

pothermia, telling “white lies” to the end to keep up spirits,
one survivor recounted. He left a wife and two infant sons.

A duty watch including Dave was kept onboard while
most of the crew went ashore. It seems that one of the

Emma Thomas, one of the producers of Dunkirk and wife

stokers on watch had a problem with alcohol and that

of director Nolan, responded in a letter to Clouston’s son

night got into his duty free 40 pounder and consumed
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most of it. A short time after he left his mess, there was an
urgent cry of “Fire, Fire, Fire, Fire in the Engine Room!” This
was no exercise and the duty watch mustered. Two dressed
in Chemox apparatus and headed towards the fire to lay out
the fire hoses. They came across the drunk stoker, semi-conscious in Chemox but without a canister inserted. He was
viewed as something of a hero of the moment for wanting to
save his engine room. Meanwhile, Dave was feeling a sense
of dread that perhaps the fire was the result of something
he’d done in improperly shutting down the ship (it wasn’t
anything Dave had done).
Calls went out immediately to the CO ashore and the
Dockyard Fire Department. Meanwhile, the ship’s alongside
sent their duty watches over to help fight the fire. All the

stainless steel lazy-boy rods that opened and closed valves.
The next morning the LS stoker was taken ashore in handcuffs by the MPs. It seems that while drinking he had been
told of a flare pistol that had not been secured properly and
he had taken it down to the engine room and fired it. The
magnesium flare burned with intensity and set off the fire.
Why? It seems he wanted to be a hero. He was the one who
had called “Fire, Fire, Fire” and made as if he was trying to
put it out when actually he had started it.
The stoker was court martialed and found guilty and
began serving time. However, a few months later he was
seen in Halifax. It turns out that in a subsequent appeal, the
stoker was acquitted. Rumor was that he was acquitted due
to procedural issues within the courts martial. The stoker

2

was reinstated in rank and returned to his duties in the fleet.

enough to halt the fire. In desperation, foam from the ship’s

Rumor too was that no CO would ever accept him as a crew

ship’s foam canisters and CO suppression systems weren’t
aircraft hangar was used. It worked and the fire was put out.
Dave rigged emergency lighting so that the investigation
team could start its work. He noted that the intensity of the
fire had even melted right through the deck plating and the

member. In Dave’s view, the stoker wisely resigned from the
Navy, knowing that his actions would never allow him to be
trusted again by his shipmates. He was wary of lower deck
justice being meted out.

The HMCS Tecumseh
Fire May 3rd, 1981
Standing on the corner watching in
despair is the Executive Officer, LCdr
Laraine Orthlieb, who had heard of the
fire and driven to the unit. The AMC
Gremlin with the “Starsky and Hutch”
paint scheme was not hers.

HMCS Tecumseh after the fire. Despite
the damage, the Battle of the Atlantic
parade was held on the site approximately one week later. Subsequently,
Tecumseh personnel reconnected power
and phone lines so that the unit could
continue to function in ‘B’ Block and what
little was left of “A’ Block.
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PLEASE COMPLETE, CLIP AND MAIL THIS FORM TO THE ADDRESS SHOWN BELOW

PLEASE RENEW OR PURCHASE A MEMBERSHIP IN
THE NAVAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA SOCIETY
FOR THE YEAR 2018

o YES, please renew/accept my Naval Museum of Alberta Society membership
for 2018. A cheque for $20.00 payable to the Society is enclosed to cover my membership for one year and my information is included below (kindly print):

NAME: ______________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER: ______________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________

					TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $_______________

o Please check this box only if you would like to receive The Ensign by mail rather
than by email (because we do not have a colour copier, these will be in black and white
while emailed copies are in full colour, PDF format and save the Society both paper
and postage.)

o

Please check this box if you would like to make a donation to the Society. A tax

receipt will be issued for all donations in excess of $20.00.
Please return this form with your cheque payable to NMAS.
Mail to: Naval Museum of Alberta Society, c/o HMCS Tecumseh,
1820 - 24th Street SW, Calgary, AB T2T 0G6

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Autumn 2017 | The Ensign
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We always have a ‘pressing’ need for volunteers
to serve as Naval Museum Watchkeepers!

If you would like to enlist in our fine body of Watchkeepers,
please contact Bill Buchanan at 403-274-7535 or
by email to cutknife@telus.net and we will promise not to
send the Press Gang to your door!

2018 Membership Drive

Content is always

The Naval Museum of Alberta Society

wanted for The Ensign

is actively seeking new members!

If you have any material you think

Every new member adds to our

would be appropriate, please send

ability to provide credible support
to our museum. Kindly do your
part … help us grow in 2018!
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THE ENSIGN is published on a quarterly basis by the Naval Museum of
Alberta Society, and is mailed to all who purchase a $20.00 annual membership in the Society expiring 31 December of each year. Portions of this
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The Naval Museum of Alberta

is located at The Military Museums
4520 Crowchild Trail, SW, Calgary, Alberta T2T 5J4
Telephone 403-974-2807

Admission Prices

Adults $10.00, Seniors $5.00, Youth 7-17 $4.00
Serving personnel (past and present) and their families FREE
NMAS members FREE • Ample free parking

Hours of operation

Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Weekends and holidays 9:30 am to 4:00 pm

Alberta Society and/or the Naval Museum of Alberta. The Naval Museum
of Alberta is a fully accredited Canadian Forces museum and the Naval Museum of Alberta Society is a duly registered not-for-profit organization.
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