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news, views and seagoing tales from the

Naval Museum of Alberta Society

the NMA for some time may recall the problems between
DND and the Calgary Military Museums Society (CMMS).
DND’s inflexibility resulted in CMMS separating its fund
raising power and financial resources from The Military
Museums and the eventual formation of Valour Canada.
Recently, Valour Canada was asked by DND to discuss cooperation with respect to supporting TMM. The outcome of
these discussions is summarized very well by the President
of Valour Canada in its November newsletter, see:

OUR COVER

http://valourcanada.wildapricot.org/Resources/Documents/Novembers.pdf

Finally, I have included an article by Stephen Hume of the

HMCS Vancouver, carrying the Grey Cup,

Vancouver Sun in this edition. Thanks to Gordon MacIvor for

is escorted into Vancouver harbour by a Sea

the lead. There is not a lot written about the RCN in WWI,

King Helicopter and Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats

but this article explores the even more obscure aspect of the

(RHIBs) on November 26, 2014.

RCN in the Pacific and the civilian reaction to the threat of
the German fleet. I hope you like it.

LS Ogle Henry, MARPAC Imaging Services & Stampeders

From the Editor

President’s Report

Scott Hausberg

Ken Sivertsen

I

I

n the last issue of the Ensign, I chose to include a photo and
article on HMCS Niobe. Coincidentally and shortly there-

Year. As I said last year, if you are like a lot of people, next

after, I was in attendance at the Battle of Trafalgar mess

is the start of the DIET season.

dinner at HMCS Tecumseh and was surprised to hear that the

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday,

November 18th, 2014. Once again the number of people

RCN had just announced that Trafalgar Day would henceforth be called Niobe Day. This, I suspect, is because the RCN

attending was disappointing with only 17 persons in at-

wants to emphasize the Canadian connection to October 21

tendance. We nevertheless did discuss things of importance

st

and Niobe first entered Canadian waters on that day in 1910.
That’s fine, but can anyone reasonably substitute Niobe for
the Battle of Trafalgar? I reread my article and weighed the

to the Society such as our Financial Statements and held the
election of directors.
Unfortunately, LCdr McDougall was not able to attend

differences. Niobe, second ship in the RCN, famously ran

but we did discuss our most important issue which is the ap-

aground, active for one year of WWI and then a depot ship

proval to start the recruitment process for the hiring of a full

until scrapped. Compare this to the Battle of Trafalgar, one

time Executive Director for the NMA.

of the greatest naval battles of all time that confirmed the

We have now been advised that a position has been found

Royal Navy’s dominance of the seas. Why does this remind

for the Director and funding allocated. Once again, small

me of the changing of our naval toasts a few years ago?

steps and while we hope the process will not take too long,

If you have been reading our President’s report lately, you
will have noticed his frustration in dealing with DND. Lots
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hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New

we are still looking at months, not weeks!
For your information, the following persons stood up for

of promises but little to no action has been the reality for

the task and were elected to the Society’s Board of Directors

quite some time. Those of you who have been supporting

for 2015:
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Ken Sivertsen		President		403-281-8640		kensivertsen@nucleus.com
Lorne Hanson		Treasurer		403-241-0394		lhanson@bbh.ab.ca
Anita Von		Secretary		403-240-1967		anitavon@hotmail.com
Johanne Aylett		Director			403-245-4517		jaylett@telusplanet.net
David Brown		Director			403-247-6664		browncad@gmail.com
Bill Buchanan		Director			403-274-7535		cutknife@telus.net
Scott Hanwell		Director			403-515-5832		rshanwell@gmail.com
Scott Hausberg		Director			403-441-6756		hausberg@shaw.ca
Eric Kahler		Director			587-969-7747		erickahler1@icloud.com
Nancy Olmstead		Director			403-637-2110		albertaseaweed@live.ca
Mike Potter		Director			403-981-0275		michael.potter@shaw.ca
Glenn Wilkinson		Director			403-242-6291		glennrwilkinson@gmail.com
Eric and Mike are new to the Board this year but are anxious to be involved with the largest and best naval museum

confirmation of a shipping date for a Sidewinder missile that
will be mounted on the Banshee.
Our annual Volunteer Brunch will be held in the Tecumseh

in Canada!
We have received a Mk 48 torpedo. This is the first time
we have had a submarine torpedo available for us to display.

Wardroom on Sunday, February 8th, 2015 at 1000.
We will also be awarding our Volunteer of the Year awards

We have had a destroyer torpedo and a helicopter torpedo

at the brunch. Make sure it is on your calendar! Please

for some time but never a submarine torpedo. Also, hope-

RSVP by February 3rd to Johanne Aylett at 403-245-4517 or by

fully we will obtain in the near future an echo sounder that

email to jaylett@telusplanet.net

will be placed in the navigation area. We are still awaiting

Hon Captain(N) William H.
(Bill) Wilson’s Retirement
By Johanne Aylett

O

RCN, the Lieutenant-

n Thursday, December 4 , a reception hosted by
th

LCdr Janet McDougall, Commanding Officer of
HMCS Tecumseh, was held in the Naval Museum of

Alberta to honour the retirement of Capt(N) Bill Wilson.
After twenty-two years as an Honorary Captain and over
seventy-two of wearing a Navy uniform, from Sea Cadets,
through World War II and as a Commanding Officer of
HMCS York in Toronto, ‘Captain Bill’ is retiring!
More than seventy friends and well-wishers attended the
reception with special guests including Rear Admiral Bill
Truelove, Commander Maritime Forces Pacific, and His Worship, Calgary Mayor Naheed Nenshi. Letters of congratulation were read from Admiral Norman, Commander of the
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Governor of Alberta,
the Honorable Donald
Ethel, Alberta Premier
Jim Prentice and Mayor
Nenshi.
Captain Bill was
praised for his dedication, loyalty and support of the Navy,
the Naval Museum of Alberta (referred to quite correctly as
‘his museum’) and his outstanding naval career and citizenship. Although Bill (also appropriately known as ‘Captain
Rabbit’) was retiring shortly after celebrating his 90th birthday, everyone at the function realized that he is likely to be
just as active in his many ventures during his coming retirement as he was before ‘retiring.’ That’s just ‘Captain Bill!’
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Back Room Volunteers
By Greg McKenzie

T

wo years ago, veteran curator Frank Saies-Jones,
along with Bill Wilson and Laraine Orthlieb, did a
thorough search through all of the museum artifacts

that are NOT on display. These are the thousands of items in
storage at the old museum building, now called the Annex.
They sorted the artifacts into:
• artifacts that are valuable and need to be kept for 		
eventual rotation into the museum;
• artifacts that are valuable, but not likely ever to be
needed in our museum (often because there are multiple copies of the item such as books or uniform pieces;
• artifacts that are not valuable to the museum (often because they are not navy, not Canadian);
• artifacts that have no value to anyone (essentially junk
that’s accumulated over the years—broken vacuum
cleaners, old or damaged display cases, non-navy
stuff, etc.
Now the challenge is what to do with the items that
will never make it into the collection. It turns out there is
a protocol that museums must follow when disposing of
items. They can’t just be pitched out, nor put into a garage
sale. There are procedures to follow including that artifacts
of value need to be:
• offered to other navy museums;
• offered to other Alberta museums.

artifacts have found a new home with one of the following
museums:
The National War Museum in Ottawa
The Naval Museum of Manitoba in Winnipeg
The Military Museums in Calgary
The Royal Alberta Museum in Edmonton
Heritage Park in Calgary
Wakasoo Museum in Red Deer
Galt Museum in Lethbridge
The Bentley Museum in Bentley
To move the work forward, we’ve recruited some new
volunteers to take on this behind the scenes work. Rod Little
and Dave Eng have joined Barb and Neil Murray, Laraine
and Bob Orthlieb and myself, Greg McKenzie are in each
Monday, others as time allows or when they are not working
on other projects. Some of it is tedious work, but it’s fun to
come across some treasures, or some unique bits and pieces
and figure out what they are. The company is good too. If
available on a Monday morning, please consider joining us.
If interested email ggmckenzie@shaw.ca

www.awesomenavystuff
Check out Issue 1 of Valour
Canada’s Honour newsletter at
http://valourcanada.wildapricot.org/Resources/Documents/Novembers.pdf

Read all about Niobe Day

After these two steps, the items can then be disposed

http://www.navy-marine.forces.gc.ca/en/news-operations/news-view.

of through sale, such as through the gift shop, or through

page?doc=niobe-day/i0vikji8

public auction.
What at first seemed an easy task, turned out to be a rather
labour intensive endeavour. Items must be ‘de-accessioned’
from the collection, both from the computer database and
any paper records. The work moves very slowly but we are
getting there. A few examples illustrate this. After moving
the John Burgess Library of over 7,000 books to the University of Calgary library at The Military Museums, that still left
900 books that were surplus to the collection. Uniforms too,
we found we had a surplus of some types—some were even
army and air force. We also went through all of our dupli-

Do you ever shake your head…
… when you read media articles about the Navy (or the armed forces in
general)? Full of errors that are obvious to those who have served but
escape the scrutiny of editors. I went so far as to write The Calgary Herald
a few years ago offering to edit any article they published on the CF. Of
course, my offer was ignored and the errors continue. This Toronto Star
article [see web address below] on HMCS Toronto’s Christmas at sea
takes improper terminology to the next level:
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2014/12/27/how_our_soldiers_at_sea_celebrated_christmas.html

cate ships badges and crockery. Happily, many of these
4
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Workshop Volunteers

Here are some of the ‘regulars’ who volunteer on
Monday mornings at the NMAS Annex…

LEFT (clockwise from bottom left) – Rod
Little, Greg McKenzie, Mike Potter, Ken
Sivertsen, Johanne Aylett, Dave Eng, Laraine
Orthlieb and Robert Orthlieb.

BELOW – Mike Potter, model
builder and construction chief.

LEFT – Laraine Orthlieb,
the ‘Commodore Cleaning Crew.’

BOTTOM LEFT – David
Eng taking inventory.
BOTTOM RIGHT – Jim
Cowie at work.
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Remembrance…

When War Came Close to Home
By Stephen Hume, Vancouver Sun, November 8th, 2014
In the early months of the First World War, there was near panic in Vancouver at indications a powerful German
cruiser was about to steam into Burrard Inlet in hope of triggering a takeover by Canadians of German descent.

A

s a scorching summer surrendered
to a drizzly Vancouver fall 100
years ago, news from the war in
Europe plastered newspaper front

pages.
Yet the small rites of everyday life resumed. In Creston, the Anglican Ladies
Guild organized the annual Halloween social; in Kelowna, it fell to the Methodist Ladies Aid, while The Record grumped about
the Halloween prankster who had deposited
a bicycle at Mr. W. W. Grummett’s house,
warning that whoever owned it had better
come and take it away.
The war seemed strangely distant despite
dazzling advances in technology that knit the
world together with airplanes, automobiles,
radio and a global telegraph network.
Bamfield, a tiny Vancouver Island station
at the edge of nowhere, was the terminus of
an astounding transpacific cable. War news
could flash around the world in hours instead of months.
And Vancouver readers were agog at the
just-published account of an automobile
journey across Canada. That first trek lasted
52 days. There were no paved roads—often
no roads at all—a vivid reminder that BC
was linked to Canada only by two long ribbons of railway steel. The 7,821 km TransCanada highway wouldn’t be completed for
another half century.
So it’s perhaps understandable that events
beyond a barely penetrable wall of mountains, trackless prairies, muskeg, the rugged
Canadian Shield, Great Lakes and the Atlantic Ocean, seemed distant.
In England, the first Canadian Expeditionary Force contingents were only just arriving.
They wouldn’t see action until the second
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battle of Ypres in April 1915. Other volunteers awaited the call in mustering camps
like Hastings Park and Willows Beach amusing themselves with hijinks and sports. The
home front had no inkling of the grinding,
dispiriting melancholy that endless lists of
slain, wounded and missing would bring.
Nevertheless, the war had already come
knocking at Vancouver’s door.
Banging loudest was Vice-Admiral Maximilian Graf von Spee, the elegant, cultured
commander of the Kaiser’s prized East Asia
Squadron of fast armoured cruisers stationed
at Tsingtao, China. As portents of war deepened, von Spee had astutely dispersed his
cruisers on ‘goodwill’ tours but with instructions for a secret rendezvous in the South Pacific where he’d strategically pre-positioned
coal supplies. Access to coal was crucial. A
heavy cruiser could carry 2,000 tonnes in its
bunkers but burned about 100 tonnes a day.
At battle speed, it could burn 500 tonnes a
day.
When war came, Von Spee’s squadron was
already loose in the vast Pacific, needles in
a haystack for a world without radar or spy
satellites. The map of the Pacific in the British Admiralty’s war room covered 28 square
metres. “On the map,” Winston Churchill—
he was First Lord of the Admiralty from 1911
to 1915—would later observe, “the head of a
pin represented the full view to be obtained
from the masts of a ship on a clear day.”
Tasked with hunting von Spee across this
immense heaving emptiness was the Royal
Navy’s 4th Cruiser Squadron, stationed in the
Atlantic and commanded by Rear-Admiral
Sir Christopher Craddock, a bachelor who
liked to take his dog to sea. Craddock had
seen action. He was a brave and intelligent

commander. He knew the warships and the
admiral he pursued were dangerous indeed.
In August, the German light cruiser
Leipzig, with a top speed of 40 kilometres an
hour, a range of more than 8,500 kilometres
and ten 4.1-inch guns, was spotted off the
coast of Mexico. Then it appeared at San
Francisco loading coal (the US was then still
neutral). Next an American oil tanker put
in at Seattle and reported being boarded
by Leipzig, the warship’s decks ominously
cleared for action, north of California.
Some naval historians contend Leipzig
never ventured further north than Cape
Mendocino, but Pulitzer Prize winning naval
historian Robert Massie says that by midAugust, the cruiser lurked at the entrance to
the Strait of Juan de Fuca.
Germany had long recognized the strategic importance of Vancouver and its adjacent
coalfields—express steamers left on a nearweekly basis for Asia and Australia—wrote
Bruce McKelvie. A former Sun reporter,
McKelvie was working for British intelligence in 1914 and wrote of his experiences in
a book, published posthumously more than
50 years later.
“As early as 1909 (Germany) planned to
take Canada’s Pacific coastal points at the
very outset of the war with the British Empire,” McKelvie wrote:
“An elaborate underground organization
was set up in British Columbia. It was complete with a governor-general; lieutenantgovernors of several districts that were to be
established; a military commander, a director
of intelligence and a civil administrator who
was to codify the laws of the province with
those of Germany.”
So when news came that one of von Spee’s
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warships had just sunk a Russian cruiser and
a French destroyer in a daring attack right in
Penang Harbour, anxiety in Vancouver deepened. Elsewhere, British oil facilities were
shelled. Fourteen merchant ships had been
sunk by German raiders. The Royal Australian Navy cabled that it thought von Spee’s
larger objective might be North America’s
west coast.
The Leipzig’s plan, McKelvie wrote, was
to use darkness and a seasonal fog bank to
slip down the Strait of Juan de Fuca past the
huge, rapid-firing shore guns at Victoria’s
Fort Rodd and support an insurrection in the
province’s major port.
In British Columbia, the Maple Leaf Line
abruptly cancelled all sailings. Other commercial ships under the British flag ran for
safety in neutral harbours.
“How will this defenceless province protect herself from raids by hostile cruisers?”
one Vancouver newspaper was already fretting as war broke out. “Vancouver could be
bombarded, Nanaimo, Union Bay and Ladysmith lose their coal stocks, Prince Rupert
wiped out and the small coast villages raided
and the people of the Pacific coast would
have no means of fighting back.”
As fall deepened, newspapers reported
vessels running without lights. Civilians
were sure they heard heavy guns beyond the
horizon. When debris washed ashore in the
U.S., it was speculated that HMCS Rainbow,
patrolling out of Esquimalt, had been sunk.
The wreckage was indeed from the Canadian vessel but it was wooden material the
captain, fearing an encounter with Leipzig,
had prudently jettisoned to prevent the
deadly showers of splinters a shell burst
could send among his crew.
There’s no doubting the palpable sense of
growing apprehension.
“Shipping along the western coast of
South America had been almost suspended
owing to the reputed presence of the German
cruiser Leipzig, which is reported to have
sunk two British ships in the last two weeks,”
BC’s newspapers reported grimly at the beginning of October.
Then, in mid-October came more alarming
news. Leipzig had just sunk a British tanker.
Its sister cruiser Nurnberg had cut the midPacific cable at Fanning Island, 4,000 kilometres out from Bamfield.
In Vancouver, Truman Baxter, the city’s
16th mayor, found himself grappling with a
The Ensign | Winter 2014-15

The German light cruiser SMS Leipzig in 1912.

financial crisis. The Vancouver Stock Exchange had already been forced to close during panic sell-offs by both British and German investors. Building starts had collapsed
from $20 million a year in 1912 to $1 million,
a nadir not seen again until 1933, the worst
year of the Great Depression. City council
voted itself an emergency pay cut to help
meet expenses.
Meanwhile, many a high-flying speculator assumed patriotic permission to abandon
mounting personal debts. Lt. Col. Arthur
Currie, who would become top Canada’s
top general, was one. The owner of The Vancouver Sun, embroiled in a growing political
scandal over misappropriation of railway
funds, would hastily leave for France to
build military railways, abandoning the financially struggling newspaper to office boy
Robert Cromie.
So perhaps it’s not surprising that initial
euphoria surrendered to paranoia while the
jingoistic buzz in the taverns and salons
transmogrified into gloomy rumours.
German sympathizers—the 1911 census
shows people of German and Austrian descent as the third largest ethnic group in the
city after British and Chinese; still a minority
but deeply embedded in Vancouver’s business, social and intellectual elite—were said
to be plotting an armed uprising.

Indeed, in February of 1914, a Vancouver
meeting of Germans loyal to the Fatherland
had drawn several hundred people Also
there, wrote McKelvie, was a British spy.
‘Agent 208’ reported plans to urge government to forward an invitation to von Spee’s
squadron to visit Seattle and Vancouver
in late July. Had it occurred, the East Asia
Squadron would have been in Vancouver
just as war was declared.
Instead, following Agent 208’s report, the
official invitation was extended to the Imperial Japanese Navy. When war broke out, it
was a Japanese cruiser that was bound for
the entrance to Juan de Fuca Strait.
Meanwhile, German intelligence based in
the neutral US furiously stoked rumours. It
hoped that fearmongering might cause part
of the newly mustered Canadian Expeditionary Force to be kept home.
Rumours flew.
German patriots planned attacks across
the undefended border just as Irish nationalists had done during the Fenian Raids;
German raiders were massing for an attack
through the Maine and Vermont forests; Germans in Michigan were drilling for an attack
through the Great Lakes; Germans in New
York planned a secret mission to mine the
St. Lawrence River, Germans in Chicago and
Buffalo were organizing a raid into southern
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CC1 and CC2 alongside.
MARCOM Museum

Ontario.
Some residents of Phoenix, in BC’s mining country, inflamed Vancouver’s worries.
Common sense apparently suspended, they
had run up the flag of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, shouldering hunting rifles and paraded about town in military formation.
More plausible, and one that authorities
took seriously, was the now publicly-traded
rumour that one of von Spee’s cruisers was
on its way to shell into submission the British
Empire’s only major port on the Pacific coast
and sever its vital link to Asia.
The strategic value was clear to anyone
who thought about it.
If German surface raiders could secure a
Pacific coal supply and simultaneously deny
the Royal Navy, it would force the British to
divert significant naval resources from Europe.
Nanaimo’s coalfields offered that supply.
It was already a major coaling station for the
Royal Navy and the Germans knew about
it—Alvo von Alvensleben, a founder of the
Vancouver Stock Exchange and an investor
for the Krupp armament family, and, it was
said, Kaiser Wilhelm himself—owned Nanaimo’s Jingle Pot Mine.
Not only that, when a bitter strike disrupted production through 1912 and 1913, von
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Alvensleben was the one owner
who quickly settled. His mine
maintained production while the
others struggled with labour unrest.
Military authorities were under no illusion about Vancouver’s
vulnerability. The warships of
the fledgling Royal Canadian
Navy stationed at Esquimalt—
protected cruiser HMCS Rainbow
and sloops HMCS Shearwater and
Algerine—were obsolete and relatively lightly armed, pipsqueaks
compared to the East Asia Squadron.
Better equipped Australia
guarded the western approaches
to India, Hong Kong and Singapore, vital
to Britain’s imperial interests, while Japan,
whose formidable navy had destroyed much
of the Russian fleet in 1905, had a mutual defence treaty with the British and was responsible for Asian waters.
Heightening concern was the imminent
departure from Australia in late October of
a 28-ship troop convoy carrying Australian
and New Zealand soldiers—the original ANZACS—to Egypt through the Indian Ocean.
Four powerful Australian, British and Japanese cruisers were needed to defend it from
possible attack by Germany’s fast and heavily armed East Asia Squadron.
Von Spee had shrewdly dispatched one
light cruiser, Emden, in a feint southeastward
with orders to create a diversion by harassing British merchant shipping and installations. It proved a spectacular tactical success.
While the powerful Australian navy chased
a malicious will-o’-the-wisp, cruisers Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, Nurnberg and Leipzig slipped
away into the South Sea Islands. Coming
from the South Atlantic to replace Emden was
a sixth cruiser, Dresden. Also coming west
was Craddock’s flagship, HMS Good Hope
with HMS Monmouth, HMS Glasgow and a
lightly armed merchant ship Otranto—all of

them outclassed by any of the German cruisers. Lagging far behind, plagued by engine
problems, was the massive, heavy-gunned,
but long-obsolete battleship HMS Canopus.
This was the backdrop to BC Premier
Richard McBride’s controversial decision to buy a pair of submarines, built in
Seattle for Chile. Chile hadn’t yet paid, so
McBride wrote a million dollar cheque on the
provincial treasury.
The US Navy sent ships to prevent the
transfer but the two vessels evaded them and
were turned over at sea to untrained naval
reservists and civilian volunteers from Esquimalt.
The Canadians knew more about tractors
than submarines. Crew members were desperately seasick. Cold, soaked and ill, they
still got the subs into harbour—and just by
luck too, for coming into Esquimalt, they
avoided attack only because excited and inept shore officers who thought they were the
enemy didn’t get their order to open fire to
the batteries until after the subs had moored.
McBride has often been the butt of jokes
about zany BC politicians, but after the war
the official military history concluded his
unilateral decision had been a stroke of genius. “The acquisition of these submarines
probably saved, as it is believed by many
including high naval authorities, the cities of
Victoria and Vancouver, or one or the other
of them from attack. … What Sir Richard did
in those days of great anxiety, even distress,
and what he accomplished deserves the commendation of his fellow countrymen.”
McKelvie wrote in his memoir that when
the German cruisers arrived in the eastern
Pacific, it was word that McBride’s submarines now patrolled the Strait of Juan de Fuca
that provided the most potent deterrent.
Leipzig, unknown to frightened Vancouverites, turned and sped south to rejoin von
Spee’s squadron at Valparaiso.
The Glasgow, on advance reconnaissance
while Craddock’s squadron coaled at the
Falkland Islands, intercepted a brief wireless signal from Leipzig. The British admiral
raced around Cape Horn and up the Chilean
coast, planning to trap and sink what Craddock thought was a lone raider.
Von Spee too, had intercepted a wireless message from Glasgow. He thought the
British cruiser was operating alone and, like
Craddock, raced to isolate and eliminate the
threat.
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On November 1st, 1914, the two squadrons
surprised each other off the Chilean port of
Coronel. Craddock, with the obsolete battleship Canopus lumbering far to his rear, knew
that von Spee’s modern guns far outranged
his own. He moved west, hoping the setting
sun would blind German gun crews until the
range narrowed. Instead, his ships were in
silhouette. Von Spee opened fire. Craddock
now knew his only hope was to close with
the Germans so his guns might reach them.
He steamed toward them at full speed, first
ordering the lightly armed Otranto out of the
battle. At 7:04 pm, from 10 kilometres away,
Leipzig, joined by the rest of the other cruisers, began pounding the British ships with a
salvo every 20 seconds. The third salvo disabled Craddock’s flagship, Good Hope. In 20
minutes, it was a glowing hulk and sank with
all hands, including Canada’s first combat
casualties, four midshipmen from the Royal
Canadian Navy learning seamanship.
Next, Monmouth too, sank with all hands.
Glasgow, hit by five shells and pursued by
Leipzig, escaped into the night. The Royal
Navy’s first major sea battle since Trafalgar, was over. News of the appalling defeat reached Vancouver the following week.
Fears grew.
By now, though, Izumo was stationed in
Barkley Sound, the much-larger modern battlecruiser Kongo had been dispatched by Japan, McBride’s two submarines were watching Juan de Fuca Strait to defend BC, and the
British were sending a cruiser too.
Von Spee took his squadron around Cape
Horn to the British-held Falkland Islands, intending to seize coal.
But a much superior British force led by
two modern, extremely fast and heavily
gunned battlecruisers, Invincible and Inflexible, had reached the Falklands after a highspeed, secret dash south from Britain.
That force was supplemented by five other
cruisers including the survivors of the Battle
of Coronel and the old battleship Canopus.
The force was at anchor, taking on coal, when
on December 8th, von Spee dispatched the
cruisers Gneisenau and Nurnberg to disable
the port’s wireless station with shellfire before seizing the coal supplies.
Canopus had land-based spotters high on
a hill and saw the Germans just before 8:00
am. To buy time for the British ships still at
anchor, it began firing its main 12-inch guns
at extremely long range. The first inkling the
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Germans had of what awaited were the huge
splashes and rattle of shell fragments.
The German admiral promptly turned his
squadron and ran, hoping for bad weather to
cover his escape.
The British cruisers Kent, Glasgow and
Cornwall went in pursuit, followed 45 minutes later by the two fast battlecruisers. Although the German squadron led by 20 nautical miles, the fast British battlecruisers soon
overhauled their own cruisers and closed
within their 12-inch guns’ range.
Von Spee couldn’t outrun his enemy, so he
turned his two armoured cruisers, Scharnhorst and Gneisenau with their 8-inch guns,
to cover the retreat of his three light cruisers. They fled in a column led by Dresden.
While Invincible and Inflexible engaged the
armoured cruisers, Glasgow and Kent continued the pursuit, exchanging running fire
with Leipzig.
The three fleeing cruisers suddenly scattered. Glasgow followed by Cornwall, which
had by now been hit by 18 German shells,
pursued Leipzig. Kent, which would be hit
38 times in the encounter and later return
to Esquimalt for repairs, peeled off to chase
Nurnberg.
Although Nurnberg was faster, two of its
over-stressed boilers lost pressure, its speed
suddenly fell sharply and the Royal Navy
ship, now able to out-manoeuvre the enemy,
sank her foe as night darkened the South Atlantic.

In the main fights, Gneisenau and Scharnhorst had already been sunk.
Leipzig was now pounded by Glasgow
and Cornwall. Only Dresden, the fleetest of
the German ships, escaped, although it too,
would later be hunted to its hideout in Chile.
As night fell, Leipzig was aflame from stem
to stern. Ammunition exhausted, the cruiser’s guns fell silent. Hundreds of German
sailors huddled desperately on the exposed
deck, roaring flames behind, icy sea before.
Then, as if to put paid to all the romantic
storybook notions of gallantry with which
patriots had recently flocked to enlist,
Glasgow glided alongside, not to rescue helpless survivors, but to shred them with relentless gunfire. The German captain watched
this slaughter of his defenceless crew then
turned on his heel and strode back into the
inferno.
Leipzig, which so recently struck fear into
Vancouver, rolled over and sank, its red hot
superstructure hissing as it slid into black
water deeps, leaving only a stain of oil,
blood, mangled body parts and 18 survivors.
The final cloud of steam dispersed into
darkness, both a phantom of the fears that
had haunted Vancouver for so many weeks
and a portent of the ghoulish nightmares yet
to come.
Reprinted with the kind permission of
Stephen Hume and The Vancouver Sun. Ed.

Annual Volunteer Brunch
Our Annual Volunteer Brunch will be held in the
Tecumseh Wardroom
Sunday, February 8th, 2015 at 1000 for 1030.
We will also be awarding our “Volunteer of the Year” awards
at the brunch. Make sure it is on your calendar!
Please RSVP by February 3rd to Johanne Aylett at
403-245-4517 or email to jaylett@telusplanet.net
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The NMAS website has many great features but surely
the best is the ability to view past issues of ‘The Ensign.’ Read them
over and over again in magnificent colour (for those who have only
seen the black and white versions). The site is located at…
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ociety

http://navalmuseumofalbertasociety.wildapricot.org

SURPLUS ITEMS FOR SALE!
In the coming months, do visit the Gift Shop at The Military Museums. You’ll see
some museum surplus items on sale. Watch for surplus books, but later, you may
see some surplus ship’s badges and the like.
All proceeds from the sale of these items will go to support
The Naval Museum of Alberta Society
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We highly value your membership in the NMAS, but another year has rolled around and
once again it’s time to renew that membership. Please use the handy form below.

											

$

Thank You!

PLEASE RENEW OR PURCHASE A MEMBERSHIP
IN THE NAVAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA SOCIETY

o YES, please renew/accept my Naval Museum of Alberta Society

membership. A cheque for $20.00 is enclosed and my information is
filled out below (please print):

NAME _____________________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER_____________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $___________________

Please check this box only if you would like to receive The Ensign by mail
rather than by email (because we do not have a colour copier, these will be
in black and white, emailed copies are in full colour PDF format and save the
Society both paper and postage).

o

Please check this box if you would like to make a donation to the Society.
A tax receipt will be issued for all donations in excess of $20.

o

Please return this form with your cheque payable to NMAS.
Mail to: Naval Museum of Alberta Society, c/o HMCS Tecumseh,
1820 - 24th Street SW, Calgary, Alberta T2T 0G6

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

The Ensign | Winter 2014-15
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We always have a ‘pressing’ need for volunteers
to serve as Naval Museum Watchkeepers!

If you would like to enlist in our fine body of Watchkeepers,
please contact Bill Buchanan at 403-274-7535 or
by email to cutknife@telus.net and we promise not to send
the Press Gang to your door!

2015 Membership Drive
The Naval Museum of Alberta Society
is actively seeking new members!
Every new member adds to our
ability to provide credible support
to our museum. Please do your
part to help us grow in 2015!

Content is always

wanted for The Ensign
If you have any material you think
would be appropriate, please send
it to Editor, Scott Hausberg

• Membership Application on page 11 •

hausberg@shaw.ca

ISSN 1483-7080

The Naval Museum of Alberta

THE ENSIGN is published on a quarterly basis by the Naval Museum of
Alberta Society, and is mailed to all who purchase a $20.00 annual membership in the Society expiring 31 December of each year. Portions of this
publication may be copied without permission provided specific copyright is
not indicated and full credit is given to both the author(s) and THE ENSIGN.
The editor is solely responsible for content; any opinions expressed herein
are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the opinion
or positions of the Department of National Defence, the Naval Museum of

is located at The Military Museums
4520 Crowchild Trail, SW, Calgary, Alberta T2T 5J4
Telephone 403-974-2807

Admission Prices

Adults $10.00, Seniors $5.00, Youth 7-17 $4.00
Serving personnel (past and present) and their families FREE
NMAS members FREE • Ample free parking

Hours of operation

Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Weekends and holidays 9:30 am to 4:00 pm

Alberta Society and/or the Naval Museum of Alberta. The Naval Museum
of Alberta is a fully accredited Canadian Forces museum and the Naval Museum of Alberta Society is a duly registered not-for-profit organization.

Creative services and layout are provided by

Cascade Creek Publishing®
LCdr (Ret’d) George A. Moore, President

1871 Primrose Crescent, Kamloops, BC V1S 0A5

The Naval Museum of Alberta Society
1820 - 24th Street, SW, Calgary AB T2T 0G8
Telephone 403-242-0002
Facsimile 403-240-1966
execdir@navalmuseumsociety.ca

The Ensign Editor

Cdr (Ret’d) Scott Hausberg
hausberg@shaw.ca

Phone 250-314-1284 • Fax 250-314-1286 • cascadecreek@shaw.ca
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