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I

n the last issue of The Ensign, I was critical of the Calgary

idea how far they had travelled to be in the parade. Fi-

Herald and its lack of interest in the fact that a Calgarian

nally, there was a marching contingent from HMCS Calgary

was the guard officer at the opening of the B. C. Legisla-

which was also ignored. The Calgary contingent were quite

ture. Continuing in this vein, I turn my oh too critical eye to

a contrast to the LdSH contingent; whites and Stetsons and

the television coverage of the Calgary Stampede parade.

marching smartly compared to green fatigues and, sadly,

It was a total fluke that I happened to see only about

strolling lackadaisically.

three minutes of CBC’s coverage of the Stampede parade
and that those minutes comprised the participation of the
Canadian Armed Forces. I walked into our family room
just as a contingent of soldiers in combat uniforms was on
screen and I believe that the commentators stated they were
from the Lord Strathcona Horse. Next there was a Leopard
tank which was not mentioned. Then there was a British
armoured vehicle. Despite the different paint scheme, different uniform and a large Union Jack flying from the antenna,
the commentators did not mention this foreign entry. They
did subsequently describe the following unit, an armoured
recovery vehicle, as a Leopard tank.
Next up was the Naden Band playing Heart of Oak. They
introduced than as the “Nadden Band” and certainly had no
2

Wondering what the above images would look
like in full, living colour? Why not opt to view the
colour pdf version of The Ensign on-line and at the
same time help the Naval Museum of Alberta Society conserve printing costs and postage in favour
of putting these dollars to better use in support of
our museum. To opt out of the monochrome print
version in favour of accessing a full colour PDF,
please contact Ken Sivertsen at kensivertsen@
nucleus.com You can also access coloured back
issues at:
http://navalmuseumofalbertasociety.wildapricot.org
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President’s Report

Operations Update

Ken Sivertsen

Mike Potter

I

Association of Canada (NAC) conference and AGM held

O

in Calgary in late June. I also wanted to be in a position to

be ready for display very soon.

f your Ensign is late this summer it’s my fault as I have
been procrastinating getting my report together. Part of
the reason for this is I wanted to include a bit on the Naval

report that the Naval Museum of Alberta has engaged an
Executive Director on a term basis.
During the conference of the NAC, the Associations held

ver the past few months, Jim Cowie and I have continued to work on the 1/6th scale model of HMCS

Terra Nova. The 3”70 gun mount is almost ready to

install on the gun deck. The first section frames 12-21 should
We finished the cabinet for the Juno Beach exhibit and
took it to the museum on Monday, 22nd June. We then put it
together with the 103” TV. All we need now is to install the

a reception in the Naval Museum of Alberta gallery of The

computer and speakers and connect it to the 200 volt power

Military Museums on Crowchild Trail in Calgary. During

supply that will be installed by TMM.

the reception, the NAC presented the Naval Museum of

I have prepared some drawings for the new Daryl (Doc)

Alberta with a numbered print of the painting by William

Seaman display and a proposed floor plan for the lower deck

McDowell (1888-1950) depicting the rescue of forty-four

of the gallery under the mezzanine floor. These designs

survivors from HMCS Athabaskan by HMCS Haida after the

need to be viewed and approved by the Museum CO and

former was torpedoed in the English Channel by a German

the new Curator (soon to be engaged), prior to construction.

Ebling-class destroyer on April 29 , 1944.

I am also working on designs for the Cold War and Korean

th

The print (reproduced on our front cover) is an excellent
copy of the actual painting which resides in HMCS Bytown’s

conflict displays.
We also have several donated large-scale ships that need

Officers Mess in Ottawa and has been given to the museum

detailing to meet museum standards and I have taken sev-

in an appropriate frame. I believe it will be placed either

eral pieces home to perform that detailing.

close to the model of the Athabaskan or placed on the plexiglas cover of the model.
The conference itself was an examination of the role of
the Navy in Canada’s North (Canada’s first or third ocean
depending on who you talk to) and was an excellent conference—well planned and organized with an interesting
overall topic and outstanding speakers.
Over the past couple of months the Board of the Naval
Museum of Alberta advertised for a Project Manager for the
museum. A number of candidates applied for the position
and four of those were chosen to be interviewed.
The successful candidate was Brad Froggatt who will
report for duty on July 29th. Brad is a Petty Officer Second

Class in HMCS Chippawa in Winnipeg and has twenty-plus
years experience with museums in Manitoba and British
Columbia. If you get a chance, drop by the museum and
welcome him aboard.
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Greg McKenzie and his crew will be going to TMM to box
up the NMAS artifacts and bring them back to the Annex
for proper storage. Currently they are stored in the Royal
Canadian Navy Archives and must be moved.

HMCS William Hall

T

he Honourable Julian Fantino, Associate Minister of
National Defence, announced on June 26th that an
Arctic/Offshore Patrol Ship (AOPS) will be named in

honour of Petty Officer William Hall, a Canadian naval hero
for his actions at the Relief of Lucknow, India on November
16th, 1857, during the Indian Rebellion.
Then-Able Seaman Hall was serving in the frigate HMS
Shannon when the ship was ordered to Calcutta, British India
as the rebellion broke out in 1857. A group of gunners,

3

sailors and marines from HMS Shannon were formed to-

come. As a Canadian naval hero, it is fitting that an Arctic/Off-

gether (The Shannon Brigade) and took part in the Relief of

shore Patrol Ship will carry his name.”

Lucknow.

In September 2014, Prime Minister Stephen Harper an-

On November 16 , 1857, naval guns were brought up
th

nounced that the forthcoming AOPS would be named to

close to the mutineers’ fortification. Gun crews kept up a

honour prominent Canadians who served with the highest

steady fire in an attempt to breach and clear the walls, while

distinction and conspicuous gallantry in the navy. The lead

a hail of musket balls and grenades from the muti-

ship was

neers caused heavy casualties.

named Her

Able Seaman Hall and Lieutenant Thomas

Majesty’s

James Young were eventually the only survivors

Canadian

of the Shannon Brigade, all the rest having been

Ship (HMCS)

killed or wounded. Between them they loaded

Harry DeWolf

and served the last gun which

and the class

was fired at less than 20 yards

is known as

from the fortification’s wall

the Harry

until it was breached.

DeWolf Class. Other names

On October 28 , 1859, Able

in the class include HMCS

th

Seaman Hall was awarded the

Margaret Brooke, HMCS Max

Victoria Cross for his gallant

Bernays and now, HMCS Wil-

conduct under fire during the

liam Hall.
On January 23rd, 2015,

Relief of Lucknow.
“As the first Nova Scotian

the Government of Canada

awarded the Victoria Cross for

announced the awarding of

his gallant conduct during the

the building contract with

Relief of Lucknow, Petty Officer

Irving Shipbuilding Inc., for

Hall is well-deserving of this

the construction of six Harry

honour,” said Minister Fantino.

DeWolf Class AOPS as part

“He is a tremendous example of

of the National Shipbuilding

the courage with which our men

Procurement Strategy (NSPS).

and women in uniform service

This contract, valued at $2.3

this country. It is with pride that

billion, marks the start of the

our Government recognizes the

construction phase under the

service of all Canadian Armed

NSPS. Construction is set to

Forces personnel.”

begin in the fall of this year.
The RCN will employ the

Petty Officer Hall is one of
a number of prominent black Canadians recognized during

AOPS in conducting sovereignty and surveillance opera-

Black History Month, a time to celebrate the many achieve-

tions in Canadian waters on all three coasts, including in the

ments and contributions throughout history of black Cana-

Arctic.

dians who have helped make Canada the culturally diverse,
compassionate and prosperous nation it is today.
“Petty Officer William Hall is the embodiment of courage and
perseverance,” said Vice-Admiral Mark Norman, Commander

The AOPS will also be used to support other units of the
Canadian Armed Forces in the conduct of maritime-related
operations, and to support other government departments in
carrying out their mandates, as required.

Royal Canadian Navy. “His actions during the hard fought
battle at the Relief of Lucknow have been, and will continue to be,

Source: http://www.navy-marine.forces.gc.ca

an inspiration for generations of Canadian Naval personnel to
4
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Presentation from NAC

A

s described in the President’s Report, a framed print
(#29 of 300) of Haida picking up Athabaskan survivors
(see our front cover illustration) was presented to the

until 1946. Stoker Bill Cummings, LS Bill McClure and AB
Hannam can also be seen rescuing six survivors before they
successfully took Haida’s motor cutter back to England with

NMA by the Naval Association of Canada (NAC) on June

the engine cutting in and out. The motor cutter was restored

26 , 2015. The following text describes the history of the

in 1992 and is now displayed next to the ship in Hamilton,

th

print and comes from the Maritime Engineering Journal, No.

Ontario.
The painting was presented to HMCS Bytown by Com-

72, Fall 2013, pp 17-19.
To mark the 70th anniversaries of the wartime commissioning of HMCS Haida (G63) and HMCS Athabaskan (G07),
and also the subsequent loss of Athabaskan, HMCS Bytown
arranged for 300 limited edition prints of this historic

modore George R. (Gus) Miles while he was President of the
mess from 1947 to August 1948. He had served as Athabaskan’s first commanding officer from her commissioning
until October 22nd, 1943, and had conducted many wartime

painting to be produced. HMCS Athabaskan was a Tribal-

patrols off the coast of occupied France. Miles acquired the

class destroyer, built at the Vickers Armstrong shipyard at

original painting from the artist after having seen it in an

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and commissioned into the Royal

article: “The Canadian Navy Fights Its First Engagement

Canadian Navy on February 3rd, 1943. The ship was lost in

as Purely Canadian Division,” which was published in

the English Channel on the night of April 29 , 1944, after
th

being torpedoed by the Elbing-class destroyer T24 (the 103
metre T24, with a crew of 205, was classed as a ‘fleet torpedo

The Sphere magazine less than a month after the loss of his
former ship. Before taking Athabaskan, Miles had been CO
of the River-class destroyer HMCS Saguenay (D79) which

boat’ by the Germans). One hundred and twenty-eight

escorted the first convoy HX 1 out of Halifax at the begin-

officers and men—including Commanding Officer LCdr

ning of the Battle of the Atlantic in 1939. In December 1940,

John Stubbs—were lost, 83 were taken prisoner and 44 were

Saguenay was torpedoed by the Italian submarine Argo,

rescued by HMCS Haida.
It is very fitting that this historic print is now displayed
in the DeWolf Room of the Bytown Wardroom [in Ottawa].
In the painting we can clearly see Captain Harry DeWolf on
Haida’s port bridge wing in charge of the rescue efforts during a lull in the battle. In 1943, Capt DeWolf was the founder
and first president of HMCS Bytown Naval Officers’ Mess. In
the rank of commodore, he returned as President from 1945

becoming the first Canadian warship in the history of the
RCN to be damaged by enemy action. Miles was able to
limp his ship back to the UK, and for this “gallantry and
distinguished service before the enemy,” he was appointed
a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire.
On August 27th, 1943 during an antisubmarine chase in the Bay of Biscay,
Miles’ Athabaskan was struck by a

The Tribal-class destroyer HMCS
Athabaskan (GO7), date unknown.
Inset: The motor cutter used to rescue
Athabaskan survivors.
Both images Wikipedia
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BELOW: NMAS President Ken Sivertsen (left) accepts the
limited edition print from NOAC Calgary President Chris
Tebbs.

ABOVE L to R: Outgoing NAC Endowment Fund Chairman Brooke
Campbell, NMAS President Ken Sivertsen, NOAC Calgary Branch
President Chris Tebbs and incoming NAC Endowment Fund Chair
Michael Morres, pose with presented print in front of the HMCS
Athabaskan model. The Naval Association of Canada’s Endowment
Fund provided the funds for the prints which have been donated to
all of the naval museums in Canada.
radio-controlled glider bomb. She was one of the first allied

type of ink, derived from the fine black coatings formed

ships to be damaged by this new German anti-ship weapon

inside the surfaces of oil lamps, remains one of the best

(and, some would argue, the predecessor of today’s anti-ship

archival art media ever invented. For the brightest high-

missiles). Once again he brought a severely damaged ship

lights in his work—like search lights, flares and ordnance

safely back to port for repairs and was awarded a Mention-

explosions—McDowell used small amounts of white and

in-Dispatches for his actions. In October 1943, Miles handed

blue gouache, a special opaque type of artist paint. The print

over his command to LCdr John Stubbs, just six months

image has been digitally restored by Barry Tate, a profes-

before Athabaskan was lost in battle.

sional artist.

Many of the survivors who are so dramatically depicted
in McDowell’s painting, struggling toward Haida in the

own battle scars over the years—fine scratches and nicks, a

cold dark sea off the enemy-held coast of France, were close

few blotches and stains here and there. Through a long pro-

friends and former shipmates of Cmdre Miles. His last ap-

cess using state-of-the-art photo editing tools, Barry careful

pointment was as Commodore, RCN Barracks Esquimalt.

restored the image used in this limited edition print to the

He died on February 19 , 1951 and was buried at sea from

original May 1944 condition of the artwork. Framed print

th

HMCS Ontario with full naval honours.

The artist, William McDowell (1888-1950) began his career

1/300 was formally presented on February 1st of this year by

Commodore Darren Hawco to the current HMCS Athabaskan

as a draughtsman at the Vickers Naval Construction Ship-

in recognition of the 70th anniversary of her namesake’s com-

yard in Barrow, England. He studied naval architecture and

missioning.

was an associate member of the Royal Institution of Naval

6

The original painting had ironically suffered some of its

These limited edition prints, with certificates of authentic-

Architects. He became a professional marine and war artist

ity, are available for sale to the public. The price is $150 plus

whose many works demonstrated precision and detail, as is

HST and shipping. Prints can be ordered through www.

effectively demonstrated in the subject painting. McDowell

tinyurl.com/haida-athabaskan or by calling 250-655-4535

painted quickly and spontaneously on beige-coloured illus-

(8:00 am to 8:00 pm PST) or emailing haida-athabaskan@

tration board using water and Chinese ink. This particular

barrytate.com
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Don’t miss the
Navy/RAUSI
Barbeque
The Navy/RAUSI BBQ will be held at HMCS Tecumseh
on Saturday, August 8th commencing at 1200. Con-

tact Johanne Aylette at 405-245-4517 or by email to

jaylett@telusplanet.net to get free tickets for you and
your spouse. Once again we will be having the Rocky
Mountain Army Cadet Pipe & Drums in attendance!

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

th

… that back issues of ‘The Ensign’
are available on the NMAS website?

Enseign

Volum

e 23, Nu

mber 4

Autum

n 2014

A new NMAS website was announced in the last
issue of ‘The Ensign.’ It has many great features but surely the best is
the ability to view past issues of ‘The Ensign.’ Read them over and over

news, vie
w

s and se
Naval
Museu agoing tales fro
m of A
lberta S m the
ociety

again in magnificent colour (for those who have only seen the black and white
versions). The site is located at…

http://navalmuseumofalbertasociety.wildapricot.org
The Ensign | Summer 2015
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HMCS Calgary’s 20th Anniversary

L to R: Hon Capt(N) Peter Bissonette, HCol John Melbourne and Capt(N) Bill Wilson
aboard Calgary.
HMCS Calgary recently celebrated her 20th anniversary and
many from the Calgary naval community were in attendance. The
following was provided by Capt(N) Bill Wilson as background.

I

anxious to get into the water. It was a wet and blustery day
and within a few seconds or more of being waterborne, she
started to head down the river. I guess that she did not like

t has been generally agreed over the years that the relationship between HMCS Calgary and the city is unique, has
been ongoing and that the relationship really started on

the polluted water of the St. Lawrence and decided to get going for the salt water of the Atlantic. Those on shore became
a little alarmed watching the two tug masters struggling to

day one. The naval community of Calgary, made up of some

get control of Calgary, but they eventually did of course and

12 relatively autonomous units and associations, has had a

she was safely brought alongside the jetty. When I heard

relatively close relationship with City Hall. When the City

that story I knew that the ship was going to be something

Manager called me to say that the Mayor had received an

special and she has indeed been just that. In my time sailors

invitation to attend the launch in Sorel and asked, “what is
this all about?”, I explained the relationship that had existed
between the corvette Calgary in WWII and what that had

wore the name of their ship on their caps, thus the expression, “different ships, different hat tallies,” meaning of
course, that every ship is different even though they may

meant to the men from across Canada who had served

look identical and even be in the same class of ships. Calgary

aboard her. Mayor Al Duerr had difficulty making the ar-

may be one of the twelve Halifax-class frigates, but over the

rangements to attend, but managed to rearrange his sched-

years she has proved to be unique and special.

ule. He was well looked after by the senior officers who

When the Mayor received the invitation to attend the

participated and he returned to Calgary quite impressed.

Commissioning in Halifax, the question arose as to what he

Of interest … as ‘335’ slid down the ways at the launch

8

she seemed to move much more quickly than ‘normal,’ as if

could say when asked to speak and what the City might
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present at that time. After some discussion it was decided

other side, have been ‘white hatted.’ Hat sizes have at times

we could “white hat” the Commanding Officer, a relatively

been a problem as I noted that the Governor General of New

common and yet special ceremony in our City. It was point-

Zealand received a hat that to me seemed at least two sizes

ed out that it would be nice to recognize the Commanding

too small.

Officer, but that a ship is only made whole by including each

When the city was advised that the Calgary would arrive

and every branch and at every rank within those branches.

in Esquimalt on 12 May 1995, committees were organized

In short, the whole Ship’s Company should be recognized.

very quickly to welcome the ship in true Calgary fashion.

The City liked the idea. Acting Mayor Dave Bronconnier

This ‘Commissioning’ was the largest attended in the history

performed the “Act,” the ceremony received national media

of the RCN, despite the fact it was being sponsored by an

coverage and particularly in Halifax which had never seen

inland city. The ship received so many gifts that the space

anything like it in the ‘East Coast Port’s’ long naval history.

available on the jetty alongside the ship was too small to

The reaction of the sailors in ships of the ‘East Coast Navy’

allow all the donations to be displayed, and that kind of

was also one of astonishment and, I think, a little envy. The

support has continued to this day. The Naval Vets continue

question we were now faced with, what do the sailors do

to supply ‘cap tallies’ for all the ‘white hats’ and provide an

with their new ‘bonnets?’ Discussions took place with the

annual ‘Cowboy Up’ which in turn supports the ship’s gift

MARPAC Admiral and it was agreed that the ship’s compa-

to the Calgary Hospital Burn Unit. And the list goes on!

ny of Calgary could wear their white cowboy hats (Smithbilts)

The most visible and active supporter from Calgary over

on ‘special occasions.’ Due to the normal turnover of crews,

the years is Mr. Paris Sahlen, who is the ‘official’ liaison rep

the city agreed to supply 125 hats annually, of which five

for the Calgary Naval Veterans Association. He keeps in

were allocated to the Commanding Officer for presentation

touch and is quick to advise if there is ‘something’ that the

to visiting dignitaries on special occasions including foreign

ship could use to add to the comfort of our sailors. Also,

ports. Over the years the white hats have been seen in for-

attending the 20th anniversary this year was the least visible

eign ports all over the world and dignitaries from Russia to

but most active supporter of the ship, the Navy and in fact

Australia in the Pacific Rim and from Alaska to Chile on the

the Forces, in the person of Hon. Col. Fred Mannix.

WWW.AWESOMENAVYSTUFF

The ‘Immortal’ Sea King

The Sea King helicopter has received a lot of
poor press in the last few years but there was
a time when this machine was state-of-the-art,
not only for its automatic rotor folding system,
but it was also the first helicopter to fly faster
than 160 mph (257 kph). This is also a good
time to mention its exceptional length of service. The first unit was acquired by the RCN
in 1963. A great deal of detail on the Sea King
can be found at:
http://jproc.ca/rrp/rrp3/seaking.html
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AND NOW FOR SOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT…

The ‘long awaited’ Cyclone!

Here’s a glimpse of the Sea King’s long awaited
replacement. The Canadian Armed Forces
announced recently that it is a “step closer”
to upgrading the new “world class” maritime
helicopter fleet with the official acceptance of
the Sikorsky CH-148 Cyclone. Six of the new
helicopters were taken on strength at 12 Wing
Shearwater on June 19th as per the delivery
schedule set out in January 2014. Delay after
delay has occurred as Sikorsky failed to meet
the original specifications for the multi-billion
dollar chopper project.

SURPLUS ITEMS FOR SALE!
In the coming months, do visit the Gift Shop at The Military Museums. You’ll see
some museum surplus items on sale. Watch for surplus books, but later, you may
see some surplus ship’s badges and the like.
All proceeds from the sale of these items will go to support
The Naval Museum of Alberta Society

10
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We highly value your membership in the NMAS, but another year has rolled around and
once again it’s time to renew that membership. Kindly use the handy form below.

											

$

Thank You!

PLEASE RENEW OR PURCHASE A MEMBERSHIP
IN THE NAVAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA SOCIETY

o YES, please renew/accept my Naval Museum of Alberta Society

membership. A cheque for $20.00 is enclosed and my information is
filled out below (please print):

NAME _____________________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER_____________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $___________________

Please check this box only if you would like to receive The Ensign by mail
rather than by email (because we do not have a colour copier, these will be
in black and white, emailed copies are in full colour PDF format and save the
Society both paper and postage).

o

Please check this box if you would like to make a donation to the Society.
A tax receipt will be issued for all donations in excess of $20.

o

Please return this form with your cheque payable to NMAS.
Mail to: Naval Museum of Alberta Society, c/o HMCS Tecumseh,
1820 - 24th Street SW, Calgary, Alberta T2T 0G6

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
The Ensign | Summer 2015
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We always have a ‘pressing’ need for volunteers
to serve as Naval Museum Watchkeepers!

If you would like to enlist in our fine body of Watchkeepers,
please contact Bill Buchanan at 403-274-7535 or
by email to cutknife@telus.net and we promise not to send
the Press Gang to your door!

2015 Membership Drive
The Naval Museum of Alberta Society
continues to seek new members!
Every new member adds to our
ability to provide credible support
to our museum. Please do your
part to help us grow in 2015!

Content is always

wanted for The Ensign
If you have any material you think
would be appropriate, please send
it to Editor, Scott Hausberg

• Membership Application on page 9 •

scott.hausberg@outlook.com
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