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HMCS Protector in 1900.

‘Canada’s First Warship’
HMS Niobe was a ship of the Diadem-class
of protected cruiser in the Royal Navy.
She served in the Boer War and was then
given to Canada as the first ship of the
then newly-created Royal Canadian Navy
as HMCS Niobe. After patrol duties at the
beginning of World War One, she became a
depot ship in Halifax. Damaged in the 1917
Halifax explosion, she was scrapped in the
1920s.
HMAS Protector in 1914.

From the editor
Scott Hausberg

I

n looking for pictures of the recent collision between
HMCS Algonquin and HMCS Protecteur, I stumbled
upon a ship named HMCS Protector.
HMCS Protector was a gunboat operated by the
South Australian colonial navy starting in 1884. On
seeing the ‘HMCS’ prefix for an Australian ship, I presumed someone had mis-typed HMAS. Then I realized
there was no RAN in 1884 and therefore no HMA ships.
Digging further I found that HMCS was correct and that
the letter ‘C’ in HMCS stood for ‘Colonial.’
HMCS Protector eventually transferred to the RAN as
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. . . . . . . .
HMAS Protector and served until 1943. It earned the
battle honours China 1900 and Rabaul 1914.
Another HMAS Protector served from 1990 through
1998 and there have been seven HMS Protectors in the
Royal Navy.
According to the book “Canadian Warship Names”
by David J. Freeman (Vanwell 2000), there are a number of Protectors listed as having served in the RCN:
the first a vessel assigned to the NOIC Sydney, NS (3
Sept. 1939 to ?); the second a naval base located in
the Post Record (local newspaper) Building, Sydney, NS
(July 22, 1940 to March 27, 1946); and finally, HMCS
Protector II is listed as having served as the naval base
in Point Edward, NS, (March 15, 1943 to October 1943),
later becoming part of Protector.
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President’s report
Ken Sivertsen

A

s I mentioned in my last report, we were
closing in on an agreement with the Department of National Defence concerning the
operation of the Naval Museum of Alberta.
Apparently our accreditation in 2003 was not valid as
it had not been approved by all the players in Ottawa
which has meant we’ve been in a sort of limbo state
since then.
Well, on June 19th, we received a message from the
Acting Director Navy History and Heritage in Ottawa
that stated: “I am pleased to inform you that Commander RCN has approved the establishment of the
NMA Museum Committee in order to fulfil the final requirement for accreditation.” (NMA is the Naval Museum of Alberta.) After some delays, the committee
was established with LCdr Janet McDougall, the Commanding Officer of HMCS Tecumseh, as the chair since
the CO of Tecumseh has now been designated the
Commanding Officer of the Naval Museum of Alberta.
Other members of the initial committee included the
Staff Officer of Naval History and Heritage, the Executive Director of The Military Museums (who has been
acting as the director of the NMA), the President of the
NMA Society, the Staff Officer of HMCS Tecumseh and
a representative of the RCN community in Calgary (Bill
Wilson).
The first committee meeting was held on August
21st at which time the committee discussed the various issues contained in a draft Terms of Reference for
the Naval Museum of Alberta and the National Naval
Archives and Research Centre which is now co-located with the NMA. While a consensus concerning the
Terms of Reference was reached, it is being rewritten
to ensure all of the matters are adequately covered
and it meets all the requirements of the Directorate of
History and Heritage in Ottawa. It is expected that a
final version will be reviewed and approved at the next
meeting of the Board of the NMA which is scheduled
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in October.
Much has been settled in this regard and it is expected the NMA Board will be able to pursue the recruiting
of an Executive Director of the NMA in the near future,
as the Commander of the RCN has authorized funds
for such a position. I would expect the finalization of a
position description and appropriate staffing classification soon and hope the position will be filled as soon
as possible thereafter.
Turning to other matters, we expect the model of the
3”70 gun to be completed soon and placed on display
near the gun itself. Plans in this regard are to include
a larger display of the gun model together with the innards of the decks below a typical gun installation including the magazine with appropriately sized ‘dolls’
to provide some perspective to the display. Now that
the accreditation is officially approved, we hope we
can obtain the Phalanx CIWS we have been seeking.
The Phalanx is a close-in weapon system for defending
against anti-ship missiles. We are also trying to obtain
a sidewinder missile to mount together with the Banshee.
I’ll also take this opportunity to advise everyone that
the AGM of the Naval Museum of Alberta Society will
be held on November 26th in the Education Centre
of The Military Museums from 1900 to 2100. Refreshments and a cash bar will be available for the meeting.
Please mark this down on your calendars.

www.awesomenavystuff
“That Sinking Feeling”
In June, a less than positive report on the subject of RCN
submarines (entitled “That Sinking Feeling: Canada’s Submarine Program Springs a Leak”), was released. This report
can be found at:
http://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/sinking feeling

The Canadian Naval Review responded at…
http://www.navalreview.ca/2013/06/a-review-of-that-sinking-feelingcanadas-submarine-program-springs-a-leak/
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assembled, displayed and described and I sincerely
congratulate you, Major Sivertsen and the Museum Society and all your assistants and volunteers on a tremen-

Letters

dous achievement.
As you undoubtedly surmised, the highlight of the tour
for me was to view Terra Nova’s 3”70 mounting—the

The following letter was received regarding the item
entitled “What is the connection between the USS
New York and Canada?” that appeared on page 6 of
the summer edition of The Ensign:

surviving vestige of the proud and happy ship we commanded—now lying on the bottom in BC waters for the
use of divers. It meant a lot to me to see that mounting.
The technician who restored and converted it has truly
done a marvelous job, and I congratulate him.

“Very nice edition as always, but one small but important correction. On the story on the USS New York, it

I also want to commend you Bill on your generous do-

was stated that with the 26 Canadians killed on 9/11

nation to the Museum of your very comprehensive naval

‘making it the worst terrorist event in Canadian history,’

library.

unfortunately it does not come close. The June 1985
Air India attack killed 268 Canadian citizens and landed

During the upper gallery portion of the tour I noted the

immigrants. At the time, there was a tendency to as-

photo of the first Canadian naval recruits. I recognized

sume that they were all Indian nationals because most

it as one of my father’s collection of some 50 photos tak-

of them ‘looked’ Indian and presumably not Canadian.

en by him when he was serving in HMCS Niobe (photos

In fact, there were only three passengers that were In-

which I circulated some years back and which include

dian nationals along with the 21 person crew. Further-

some amazingly clear photos of Niobe’s grounding on

more, some of the ‘alleged’ terrorists were Canadian

Cape Sable). There are in fact two first Canadian naval

citizens.”

recruit photos which appear to have been taken on the

Rob Huebert

same occasion—one however, includes a Petty Officer
who may have been their instructor—the other does

The following is an email from Vice-Admiral (Ret’d)
Nigel Brodeur of Victoria to Capt(N) (Ret’d) Bill Wilson, reprinted with the latter’s permission:

not. Both photos are attached for comparison purposes. [Photos follow on p.5, Ed.]
One photograph I did not see is the Notman photo

“Anne and I left Calgary on a 17 day exhausting air, bus,

of the original Canadian Naval Service Cadets in CGS

rail and sea excursion in the Yukon and Alaska the morn-

Canada. This may be due to the fact that Notman (a fa-

ing following our tour of your superb museum and this

mous photographer) serially numbered his photos and

has been my first opportunity to contact you.

the number 19121 at the bottom of that specific photo
is often mistaken as indicating that the photo was taken

As you undoubtedly know, our friend Harry Jonas and

in 1912—not in 1909. Once again two photos are at-

I arrived at the museum a half hour earlier than the ap-

tached—one with all the names—including CGS Cana-

pointed time. Nonetheless we were welcomed very

da’s officers. (My father also took several other photos

cordially and we felt extremely honoured and grateful

of the CGS Canada cadets.)

to have such excellent tour guides—especially such an
impressive WWII naval veteran in whites and medals!

I also felt that your museum might like to have a copy of
my verbatim reproduction of my grandfather’s address
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We were very impressed by everything we saw in the

welcoming HMCS Niobe on her arrival in Halifax on Oc-

museum and the manner in which all artifacts were

tober 21, 1910—so it also is attached (I have donated
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the original booklet, still in mint condition, to the Cana-

anyone associated with it has suffered any losses as a

dian Forces College’s ‘Salon Brodeur’ recently opened

result of the recent flooding, and my sympathies go out

by VAdm Maddison. His reaction to the booklet was

to all Calgary citizens affected by this disaster.

‘What a Gem!’) [See p.6 for “Canada’s Welcome.” Ed.]

Yours aye, Nigel.”

Please accept my sincere thanks, Bill, for arranging such

Admiral Brodeur served with distinction in the RCN

a very fine tour of the Naval Museum and please extend

and retired as Deputy Chief of Defence Staff retiring

my compliments and appreciation to all those involved.

in 1987. Pub.

Finally, I sincerely hope that neither the museum nor

First Canadian naval recruits with Petty Officer (centre back
row).

First Canadian naval recruits.

ABOVE and RIGHT – Notman photo of the original Canadian Naval Service Cadets in CGS Canada.
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‘Canada’s Welcome’
The following is the transcript of an address of welcome given to the officers and ship’s company of HMCS Niobe on the occasion of the ship’s arrival [for the first time] at Halifax, NS, on
October 21st, 1910, by the Hon. L. P. Brodeur, KC, LL.D, Minister of the Naval Service.
“Captain, officers and men of the Niobe:

appeals to all classes, conditions, political hues and radial

I have much gratification in extending to you a most cor-

origins. The appearance of this splendid vessel in our

dial welcome to our Canadian waters, and in greeting

ports betokens a mighty stride made by our young Do-

you, the first personnel of our Canadian Navy. We are

minion along the avenue of our future destiny.

very happy to see that this ship is under the command

In welcoming our first cruiser and training ship in the

of a young and brilliant officer, born in our country, with

name of the government and people of Canada, I must

other officers of Canadian birth and association. We are

not omit to point out how important this initial step in our

all grateful to you for accepting service in the Niobe, our

great project of self defence is to the Empire of which

first training ship, thereby exhibiting your willingness to

we form such an important part, in the glory and security

help toward the formation and organization of our local

of which we see the future stability and strength of our

naval service.

own Dominion. To you, captain, officers and men, we

The arrival in Canada of this, the first Canadian cruiser,

look with confidence that your assistance will be given, in

is an event of historical importance. Today, the first train-

the lines and following the traditions of the great service

ing ship of our navy ploughs Canadian waters. Occa-

under which you were trained, who will join you tomor-

sions such as this are few in the story of any country, and

row. Great Britain has given us an absolute freedom of

especially of a young nation like Canada. They are like

action as far as our internal affairs are concerned and the

golden milestones set at intervals along the pathway of

management of them. Equally has the Mother Country

our progress and development. As we look back upon

consented to be guided by our desires in all international

the way we have travelled since the days of Confedera-

relations that affect our own country, and she has autho-

tion, we can count with pride these landmarks and point

rized us to negotiate our own commercial treaties. This

to them as examples and models for the coming genera-

is certainly the acme of political liberty; it is the finest

tions to imitate.

example of national autonomy that the world can present

This event tells the story of a dawning epoch of selfreliance. It proclaims to the whole British Empire that

to exercise and these bring fresh responsibilities.

Canada is willing and proud to provide, as rapidly as cir-

Without the powers necessary for the exercise of that

cumstances will permit, for her local naval defence, and

autonomy it would become a mere fiction and powers,

to safeguard her share in the commerce and trade of the

without responsibilities in accord with them, would be

Empire. We have a vast Dominion and a vast future daily

dangerous and, in many cases, useless weapons for a

opens out wider and wider before us.

country to hold. We are prepared to shoulder the re-

This is a land of unmeasured proportion and resources,
boundless liberties; the fringes of the Atlantic wash our
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today. But this freedom brings with it new powers for us

sponsibilities and the Niobe is today, the first and most
striking evidence that we are so disposed.

eastern slopes; the mirror waters of the Pacific reflect

Then we must consider that our interests are so inter-

the shadows of our western hills; from ocean to ocean

woven with those of Great Britain that her supremacy on

our ports and our provinces are being bound together

the sea and her perpetual command of the great com-

by three great lines of railway. All parts of Canada, in-

merce of the world appeals to us and awakens a respon-

terior as well as on our seaboards, are interested in the

sive echo that springs from gratitude as well as from self-

safety of our commerce, in the free circulation of the life

interest. Her rule has been a blessing to civilization and

blood of our trade through the great arteries of our rail-

freedom the world over. Her flag has been the protection

ways, canals and mighty rivers. Consequently, this event

of the oppressed, has led in the vanguard of civilization,

Autumn 2013 | The Ensign

and has shielded millions from the fate which barbarism

give our hearts and souls to the celebration of the ar-

and ignorance twine around the less fortunate people If

rival of the first vessel that is to begin the work that we

then we can assist, even in a small way, but in proportion

have before us. Like the advent of the discoverer’s ship

to our strength and resources, in the solidifying of her

in a new land, the Niobe comes to plant the standard of

power, the maintenance of her influence and the safe-

progress and true Canadian national greatness upon the

guarding of her supremacy, it becomes our duty to do

verdant slopes of a glorious future that unrolls its splen-

so. And in this establishment of a Canadian Navy for

did proportions before our vision today. Welcome then,

the protection of our commerce and the defence of our

and a thousand welcomes, in the name of the Canadian

coasts, we are displaying to the world our readiness to do

government, in that of every loyal and truly patriotic citi-

our fair share in the upbuilding of the Empire to which we

zen of Canada, in that of the rising generation, and finally

are proud to belong.

in that of the Empire in whose world girdling belt Canada

Let us rise to the height that the event demands and

is the bright and precious buckle.”

Scott Hanwell has been working hard to
find a provider to breathe life back into the
NMAS website. On a related note, Laraine
Orthlieb has spearheaded the creation of a
video on the NMA which will be on the website. Bob Ramage provided the services of
his Dream Day Productions to film and edit
this video. Hopefully the next Ensign will be
able to announce the resurrected website
and the completed video. STAY TUNED!

The NMAS Website
The Ensign | Autumn 2013
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New Honorary
Captain from
Calgary

50th anniversary
of the Sea King in
the RCN

Photo courtesy CFB Esquimalt’s LOOKOUT

Newly appointed HCaptain (Navy) Peter Bissonette accepts
a toast at his official appointment ceremony at the Naval
Museum of Alberta.

. . . . . . . .

O

n September 18th, 2013, the Minister of
National Defence, the Hon. Rob Nicholson, announced in the Naval Museum of
Alberta the appointment of Mr. Peter Bissonnette as the newest Honorary Naval Captain.
Hon Capt(N) Bissonnette is the President of Shaw
Communications Inc., and a member of its Board of
Directors.
His experience in telecommunications and as a former Canadian Armed Forces member has helped him
forge strong successful relationships in his business,
community and personal life.
Shaw Communications is currently providing its resources and expertise to repair and improve several
NMA exhibits. You can view the news video of the ceremony at the following web address:
http://globalnews.ca/video/849981/peter-bissonnette-

Cpl Nedia Coutinho, 12 Wing Imaging Services, Shearwater, NS

The CH-124 Sea King helicopter performs its first flight by
formation practice for the 50th anniversary of the Sea King
on July 9th, 2013 in Shearwater, Nova Scotia.

. . . . . . . .

T

o see a great video put together for the 50th
Gala celebration of the 50th anniversary of
the Sea King’s service in the Canadian Navy,
please see the following website. The first fifteen seconds contains just music but then the video
lights up!
http://vimeo.com/71092611

Plan to attend the NMAS AGM!
The 2013 AGM of the Naval Museum of
Alberta Society will be held on Tuesday, November 26th in the Education Centre of The
Military Museums from 1900 to 2100. Refreshments and a cash bar will be available.
All members and prospective members are
urged to attend!

appointed-honorary-naval-captain
8
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Naval author Roger Litwiller
By Greg McKenzie

L

ast fall, I was visiting Ontario’s Bay of Quinte
area. A cousin toured me around this exquisite
part of Ontario at the headwaters of the St. Lawrence and the very eastern end of Lake Ontario.
It turned out the cousin’s good friend was author Roger
Litwiller living in nearby Trenton.
When Roger heard of my visit and connections to the
Naval Museum of Alberta, he sent me home with the
gift of his latest book, Warships of the Bay of Quinte.
[See the review by Fraser McKee in ‘Starshell,’ Winter 2011-12, No.57, p.16. Pub.] Inside the cover was
a dedication to all our hardworking volunteers, especially our Watchkeepers. The book has
been housed at the Watchkeeper’s Brow.
It was also by way of thanks for access to
our rich photographic archives. Roger
has utilized the Macpherson archives for
his books. He has also donated over 700
photos off his own to the collection.
Recently, Roger was in Calgary to do
research for his upcoming book and to
deliver the above mentioned photos to the Macpherson Archive collection. He also was the guest speaker
at The Military Museum’s Speaker Night. Roger has
evolved an effective writing and speaking style. The
style is characterized by meticulous research from archival data first, including DND, The War Museum, National Archives and local archives. Next he searches
out veterans who served aboard the ships of interest. He then interviews each person and asks to see
whatever artifacts they might have. Usually there are
photographs—often photographs that were never
published—photos of everyday life, taken by crew
members rather than official photographers. I think
this is the strength of his research for it helps factual details come alive. For example, when researching HMCS
Trentonian, Roger stumbled across a veteran who had
150 photographs from WWII. It seems that the sick bay
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tiffy was an avid photographer—all with his little Kodak ‘Brownie’ camera. He would roam the ship taking
pictures of his shipmates going about their daily work.
Next he’d turn the sick bay into a dark room, then develop the photos. The best photos were posted on a
bulletin board in the messes. Ship’s company members could then purchase a copy for a penny a picture.
Roger’s veteran was a big spender—spent $1.50 for
the 150 photos and mailed all of them home to family.
It was lucky that he did as Trentonian was torpedoed
and all the negatives went to the bottom too. Roger’s
books are replete with photographs of everyday life.
To me, this helps tell the story of what
conditions were really like.
A bonus to the lecture at TMM was
that a good friend of the Navy was there
in the presence of retired Colonel and
former CO of the Base Engineers, Ron
Sharp. Ron provided some terrific photos of his dad aboard ship and these will
be in an upcoming book.
Roger’s book was an easy read, and is available in the
TMM’s John Burgess collection. Like our prairie towns
having ships named for them, the same was true in the
Bay of Quinte area. Six towns and townships had ships
named for them: Trenton, Belleville, Napanee, Hollowell as well as Quinte (1st) and Quinte (2nd). Roger goes
into depth telling the stories of these ships. While the
ships are named for Ontario towns, they were crewed
nationally. Many of our prairie sailors served aboard
these ships. Roger’s book White Ensign Flying will be
available in bookstores and from Amazon starting in
November. It’s the story of the very remarkable ship,
HMCS Trentonian.
Next he will publish a book on ships named for
Prince Edward Island towns. I think we persuaded him
that after that, he really needs to do a book on Alberta
Warships.
9

Model of Vickers 3”70 Mark 6 Twin
Barrel Anti-Aircraft Gun

HMCS Terra Nova at Pearl Harbor in 1986, her 3”70 gun evident forward of her bridge.

The 3”70 model at the commencement of restoration.

M

ike Potter is refurbishing a model of a
Vickers 3”70 Mark 6 twin-barrel anti-aircraft gun from the Restigouche-class destroyer HMCS Terra Nova.
The model is a sixty year old wooden mock-up of
the original gun. It is an example of superb craftsmanship—even a work of industrial art. It was built by a carpenter in the Vickers Shipyard in the United Kingdom.
It is built out of plywood, which was difficult to come
by at the time, and is constructed using slotted brass
screws, every one of thousands of screws counter-set in
such a manner that no glue was required.
Pieces range in size from a quarter inch to two inch-

10

The model’s ‘bottle rack’ during restoration.

es. This is a 1:6 scale model comprising thousands of
parts. The turret itself can be swiveled. The pathway
from the magazine to the gun itself travels through five
decks via a series of mechanical hoists to the ‘bottle
rack,’ whereby the shells were fed to the gun through a
very sophisticated mechanical loading system that was
highly reliable despite its intricacies. The actual gun
was capable of firing 120 rounds per minute presenting
a wall of fire power to incoming aircraft.
Our volunteer refurbishing expert is Mike Potter.
Mike is looking to hear from anyone who served in
HMCS Terra Nova. Please contact him at michael.potter@shaw.ca.
Autumn 2013 | The Ensign

Canada needs a navy
for the 21st century
An Op-Ed from the Ottawa Citizen by Jack L. Granatstein
AUGUST 14, 2013
here’s the Royal Canadian Navy going?
There is a lively discussion underway
among naval experts on where—or just
how much—the fleet needs to be rebalanced between the East and West Coast. At present the RCN’s tiny but capable fleet is split 60/40 with
Halifax having the bulk—seven frigates, two destroyers
and 18 ships all told, and some 7,000 military and civilian personnel. Esquimalt has five frigates and one destroyer, and 15 ships in all, with some 6,000 naval and
civilian personnel. Is this any longer the right balance?
Our friends no longer think so. The United States
Navy is now planning to move ships and sailors to the West Coast, basing 60 percent of its
fleet in the Pacific in the next half-dozen years.
Clearly, Washington is beginning to be seriously concerned with China’s sabre rattling
over the control of the Spratly Islands and
other island chains in the South China Sea,
including a bitter dispute with Japan over
control of the Senkaku Islands. Chinese
claims are historically very weak, but there
are likely offshore oil deposits at stake
in the Spratleys, and China’s need for energy and its
sometimes extreme nationalism drives its policy. This
has led Beijing to expand its navy with aircraft carriers,
modern destroyers and very effective anti-ship missiles.
Predictably, the five other claimants to the Spratly
Islands—Brunei, the Philippines, Taiwan, Malaysia and
Vietnam—and a nervous Japan are looking to the United States for assistance, and they and Singapore, India
and Australia are pouring money into building up their
presently small navies to counter China’s new aggressiveness. The tensions are growing and there is fear
that shots will be exchanged between Chinese naval

W
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vessels and one American ally or another. The potential to set the Far East afire is real.
Does Canada have any interests at play here? The
United States has treaty obligations in Asia; Canada
has none, but Canadian trade is increasing with Asia
and Canadian investment there—and Chinese investment in Canada—is mounting. Australia and New Zealand are close intelligence partners, as well as Commonwealth members, as are Singapore, Malaysia and
India. Those ties matter, but they have never shaped
Canadian defence planning.
But Ottawa does have a real interest in seeing the Pacific remain a peaceful ocean with unhindered trade.
No one wants to see China and Japan fight or
China act aggressively against the Philippines or
Vietnam. Such conflicts could not fail to involve
Washington in some military and naval ways,
and the pressure on Canada to join in might
become very strong. In essence, Canada
has national interests in the peace of the
Pacific, and it makes sense for us to rebalance the RCN’s fleet.
But the real question is what kind of fleet
we will have in the next decade. The procurement of helicopters and ships for the Royal Canadian Navy is in a mess. The replacement for the 50-year
old Sea King helicopters continues to be stalled, just as
it has been for twenty years. The construction of the
RCN’s new support ships remains a dream, and a costly
one at that, with construction of a (much-needed) new
icebreaker for the Coast Guard jockeying for shipyard
space in British Columbia with the supply vessels. The
planned new Single Class Surface Combatant ships
that are intended to replace the RCN’s obsolete destroyers and its fine but aging frigates, were supposed
to begin arriving by 2016-17. It is certain this date will
11

not be met, and it is doubtful if the new ship plans will
even have been finalized by then.
The National Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy
that laid out the government’s plans looked very good
when it was a $33 billion political announcement in October 2011 that drew cheers in Nova Scotia and B.C.,
but it has thus far failed to deliver anything meaningful.
All that will emerge in the near future, some observers
fear, are the Arctic Offshore Patrol Ships that the navy
doesn’t really want or need. The AOPS aren’t really
designed to fill a naval necessity, instead they aim to
meet the Conservative government’s political purposes
around Canada’s (unthreatened) Arctic sovereignty.

So, yes, Canadians should think about re-balancing
the Royal Canadian Navy’s tiny fleet. But much more
important is that they—and their government—should
consider what the RCN will do when its aged destroyers stop working, its obsolete supply ships finally sink
at their moorings, and its helicopters fall from the skies.
Canada needs a competent sea-going navy to serve
its national interests, and it needs the government to
move quickly to sort out its shipbuilding mess.
J. L. Granatstein is a Senior Fellow of the Canadian
Defence and Foreign Affairs Institute.

NMAS membership renewal for 2014

Y

our membership in the Naval Museum of Alberta Society (NMAS) for 2013 was greatly
appreciated and assisted us in keeping the
Naval Museum of Alberta (NMA) as the BEST
naval museum in Canada. The display and protection
of our naval history through thousands of artifacts is important to the rich history of the Royal Canadian Navy,
the Merchant Navy and all those who have served and
sailed. Your membership fee helps in the preservation
of our naval history.
For 2013 we had only 102 paid members. In 2014,
we have set a goal to achieve at least 250 paid members. Membership is open to any person who would
like to help save, protect and promote our naval history
for present and future generations. Membership has
privileges such as receiving The Ensign, free admission
to The Military Museums (TMM) and the NMA, invitations to various activities when organized by the NMAS,
and attendance at the NMAS Annual General Meeting
12

(AGM). The AGM this year will be held in the TMM at
7:00 pm on Tuesday, November 26th, 2013.
The purpose of this note is to encourage you to renew your membership either at the AGM or any time
between now and the end of 2013. We would also ask
for your help in reaching our goal of at least 250 members for 2014 by, in addition to renewing your membership, suggesting to a relative, friend or acquaintance
that they also become a member in the NMAS.
Please complete the membership application which
appears on the facing page and either bring it to the
AGM or send it to the address as shown. Membership
cards will be given out at the AGM or mailed to you
once your membership application has been received.
Although this is a membership notice, we obviously
would sincerely appreciate any donation in addition to
your membership fee and the appropriate tax receipt
will be provided.
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$
PLEASE RENEW / PURCHASE A MEMBERSHIP IN THE
NAVAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA SOCIETY
o YES, please renew/accept my Naval Museum of Alberta Society

membership. A cheque for $20.00 is enclosed and my information is
filled out below (please print):

NAME _____________________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER_____________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $__________________

o Please check this box only if you would like to receive The Ensign by mail
rather than by email (because we do not have a colour copier, these will be in
black and white, (emailed copies are in full colour PDF format and save the
Society both paper and postage).

o Please check this box if you would like to make a donation to the Society.
A tax receipt will be issued for all donations in excess of $20.
Please return this form with your cheque payable to NMAS.
Mail to: Naval Museum of Alberta Society, c/o HMCS Tecumseh,
1820 - 24th Street SW, Calgary, Alberta T2T 0G6

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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We always have a pressing need for volunteers
to serve as Naval Museum Watchkeepers!

If you would like to enlist in our fine body of Watchkeepers,
please contact Bill Buchanan at 403-274-7535 or by
email to cutknife@telus.net and we promise not to send the
Press Gang to your door!

Volunteer Brunch
Will be held in the Officer’s Mess

Mewata Armoury - January 26/14
Doors Open 1000

Food Served from 1030 to 1130
Bar Closes at 1300
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The Naval Museum of Alberta

is located at The Military Museums
4520 Crowchild Trail, SW, Calgary, Alberta T2T 5J4
Telephone 403-974-2807

Admission Prices

Adults $10.00, Seniors $5.00, Youth 7-17 $4.00
Serving personnel (past and present) and their families FREE
NMAS members FREE • Ample free parking

Hours of operation

Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Weekends and holidays 9:30 am to 4:00 pm

Alberta Society and/or the Naval Museum of Alberta. The Naval Museum
of Alberta is a fully accredited Canadian Forces museum and the Naval Museum of Alberta Society is a duly registered non-profit organization.
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