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letters

Was interested in that piece on HMCS Puncher.  

In late October 1945, I was embarked in her 

for passage to the UK to take an Air Stores 

course with the RN and then do on-the-job training at 

an RN air station from which I proceeded from Belfast to 

join HMCS Warrior.

We left Halifax in Puncher and were berthed in the 

hangar deck where double-decker bunks had been 

welded as the ship was being used to help bring home 

the army from Europe.  With me on that voyage were 

several hundred men who were going to Belfast to stand 

by HMCS Warrior in preparation for her commissioning 

into the RCN.  

Our voyage from Halifax took us to New York City 

where we embarked some reverse war brides.  These 

were women who had married RN personnel and were 

now proceeding to the UK to meet up with their hus-

bands.  These women were housed in what had been 

the flight crew quarters and a guard was posted to keep 

them or us separated for the journey.  We left New York 

and proceeded to sail for Belfast.  Halfway over we ran 

into a winter storm which turned out to be one of the 

worst ever recorded, and it was in this storm the RMS 

Queen Elizabeth suffered storm damage.  On the flight 

deck of HMCS Puncher were 200 Carley Floats as safety 

equipment for when she was transporting army person-

nel home.  In the storm we lost all these floats and the 

ship’s motor cutter was just so much kindling left hanging 

on its davits.  

After a long trip we finally reached Belfast and unload-

ed personnel for Warrior plus a few tons of food which 

we had brought over for Warrior.  The reverse war brides 

were also landed and processed and sent to the various 

locations in the UK that would become their homes.  Af-

ter one night in Belfast we sailed for Greenock, Scotland, 

arriving on a Sunday morning and caught the staff of 

Niobe unawares, for it was in the early evening before we

from the editor
By scott hausberg

s
pring break is my time to escape the cold of Cal-

gary and spend a week in Phoenix.  It gives me 

a great opportunity to slowly build the spring 

Ensign.  Unfortunately, I also had to miss the 

reception for the transfer of the Burgess and Macpherson 

collections to the University of Calgary.  Many thanks to 

Scott Hanwell for his quick turnaround in getting me an 

article and photos from that event.  It is not often that a 

quarterly publication has breaking news like this.

I was wondering what to put in this edition but was 

rescued by an unusually large batch of letters that were 

sent to me.  Even though only one deals with Ensign 

content and only one was actually sent to me directly.  I 

am publishing them all as if they were letters to the edi-

tor.

Please take note of Dave Brown’s membership article 

on page 11 and please forward a copy of this Ensign to 

anyone who may be interested in supporting the NMAS 

by becoming a member.  As well, be sure to take advan-

tage of the veterans’ parking program with the City of 

Calgary (see page 10).  I love parking for free when I go 

to my doctor or to a meeting or event downtown.

OUR COVER – Lt(N) Tim Turner of HMCS 
Tecumseh and CPO (Ret’d) Harry Wade 
participate in a “Splicing of the Main-
brace” rum issue at the conclusion of the 
ceremony to hand over the Burgess and 
Macpherson collections to the University 
of Calgary on March 28th, 2013.
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disembarked and were taken to HMCS Niobe for pro-

cessing.

The voyage of Puncher is one that I will never forget as 

it made me realize how puny man is when up against the 

wrath of a storm at sea.

Peter Fane, Saanichton, BC

on behalf of my aunt, Mrs. Gwen Burgess — 

widow of John Burgess — I would like to thank 

you sincerely for your invitation to Gwen to at-

tend the function on Thursday, March 28th at The Naval 

Museum of Alberta at The Military Museums.  Gwen now 

lives here in New Zealand with her sister (my mother).  

She is therefore, unable to attend the function but thanks 

you for your kind thoughts and invitation which is de-

clined with much regret.

My aunt was extremely interested to learn (from your 

invitation) that the library named after her husband and 

the Naval Museum archives (including Ken Macpherson’s 

photographic collection) were being donated to the 

Library and Archives of the University of Calgary.  It is 

so important that research and 

records be kept safe and made 

available for use by as many 

people as possible.  Gwen has 

asked me to relay to you her 

thanks and pleasure that the Li-

brary and Archives are to be do-

nated to the university.  Please 

extend/forward her message to 

those whom it concerns.

Gwen has also asked me to 

extend her very best wishes for 

a successful and memorable 

evening to those organizing and 

attending the donation recep-

tion.  Kind regards…

Liz Dixon (Gwen Burgess’ niece)

i was at the Museum recently and pleasantly surprised 

to see two of my hiking buddies with their easels set 

up and painting.  Here are a couple of pieces done 

by Dave Pawson.  He’s been a strong active hiker and 

climber all his life and usually paints the outdoors.  Dave 

is quite talented with his work on display this month in

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Your annual membership renewal in 
the Naval Museum of Alberta Society 
is essential to sustaining the continuous 
growth and success of the Naval Mu-
seum of Alberta at The Military Muse-
ums.  You will find full information and 
a handy renewal form on page 11. 

THANK YOU! 

Canmore.

In these 

pieces, he is try-

ing out some-

thing new.  Might 

be something for 

the newsletter — 

that our Museum 

is being used by 

artists too.

Greg MacKenzie

My mother, Phyllis 

Gautschi, held a mem-

bership with the Naval 

Museum of Alberta Society.  Phyllis died on January 24th, 

2013.  There is a lovely story of her in the Nelson Star, 

along with information about her Nelson connections 

and that of her brother, Robert Hampton Gray, VC at 

http://www.nelsonstar.com/news/189726411.html.  Both 

my mother and I very much enjoyed the Naval Ball in 

Calgary in October 2010, and 

especially the warm reception 

we received from you.  We often 

shared that memory with each 

other since then.  Thank you.

Anne George

President’s
report

By Ken sivertsen

it’s once again time to report 

on the activities of the Naval 

Museum of Alberta Society 

and to report on the important things that are occurring 

in the Naval Museum of Alberta at The Military Museums 

location.  I am writing this at the beginning of March as I 

will be away for a period of time and some of the events 

are yet to happen, so please bear with me.

On January 10th, 2013, the museum had a special
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visitor.  Captain (Ret’d) R. E. Ferguson was the pilot who 

flew the F2H0-3 Banshee #126334 for “The Last Punch” 

on January 10th, 1963, and was a guest of the museum 

in commemoration of the 50th anniversary of his flight to 

Calgary.  A more detailed report will be found elsewhere 

in this edition of The Ensign (see page 9).

The Society has taken several models from the mu-

seum to the Annex for refurbishing by our volunteers, 

including Jim Cowie, Gary Hanson, Mark Powell and oth-

ers.  The items include the 3”70 model, the Bonaventure 

model and the models of boilers and evaporators.  If any 

of our stoker members are available with their expertise 

in respect to the latter models, we could use their help; 

please contact Greg MacKenzie at 403-286-3547 to ar-

range for a time to come to the annex.

We have received the funds from our most recent Ca-

sino and I am happy to report that we received approxi-

mately $68,000.  A big and special thank you to all of our 

volunteers for this event and a really big thank you 

Museum operations Update

to Johanne Aylett, our Casino chairperson, for all the

time she spent finding the volunteers and organizing the 

event.

As most of you know, the Society turned over the 

Burgess and Macpherson collections to the University 

of Calgary Library at The Military Museums.  The official 

hand-over is [was, Ed.] to be held at the Naval Museum 

on March 28th with His Honour, Col (Ret’d) Donald S. 

Ethell, Lieutenant-Governor of Alberta in attendance.  I 

know that approximately 625 invitations to the ceremony 

were being sent out and I hope that we will have a good 

attendance.  I do expect to be back for the event, but at 

this time it is mainly my best wishes that the event run 

smoothly that apply.  At this point in time I know that 

a rum issue is being planned just after the dedication 

ceremony and hope everything will go well.  A big thanks 

should go to Greg MacKenzie for his effort in putting this 

ceremony together.  Greg has spent countless hours on 

this project.

t
he following are highlights from Bruce Connolly’s report from the March Board meeting.  The Naval 

Museum of Alberta has found in volunteer Mike Potter an experienced model maker to work on its 

models.  The Military Museums have instituted youth group sleep-overs in TMM/NMA.  These events 

further the exposure of Calgary youth to our naval history.  Shaw Communications has been on-site 

in the Naval Museum of Alberta looking at ways they can use their resources to help.  Their first project will be 

to produce an educational program around the Enigma machine.

“The Ensign” has discovered an interesting ‘gnaval’ 
character on Facebook.  He calls himself “Gnaval Gnome,” 
and as gnomes seem to do, has been photographed in 
locations around the world.  We strongly suspect that a 
former HMCS TECUMSEH officer is behind the gnome 
but attempts to contact him have failed.  With luck, there 
will be more on the Gnaval Gnome in our next issue.



5The Ensign | Spring 2013

L to R: Cdr (Ret’d) Greg McKenzie CD, 

Naval Museum Society of Alberta; Cmdre 

David W. Craig CD, Commander Naval 

Reserve RCN; His Honour Col (Ret’d) the 

Honorable Donald S. Ethell, OC, OMM, 

AOE, MSC, CD, LLD, Lieutenant-Governor 

of Alberta; Dr. Elizabeth Cannon, President 

and Vice-Chancellor, University of Calgary 

and Tom Hickerson, Vice-Provost (Librar-

ies & Cultural Resources), University of 

Calgary.

University of Calgary Photo

Burgess library and Macpherson Collection
transfer Ceremony

By scott hanwell

t
hursday, March 28th 

marked yet another major 

milestone in the accom-

plishments of the Naval 

Museum of Alberta — the donation 

of the John Burgess Library and the 

Ken Macpherson photographic col-

lection to the Library and Archives of 

the University of Calgary.  This dona-

tion marks the next step in the col-

laboration of the Naval Museum of 

Alberta Society and the University of 

Calgary and ensures the professional 

management of, and public access 

to, the most significant Canadian 

naval archive in Canada.

The event took place on the main 

deck of the Naval Museum of Alberta 

with several hundred supporters in 

attendance.  Tom Hickerson, the uni-

versity’s Vice-Provost of Libraries and 

Cultural Resources commenced the

ceremonies after the arrival of the 

guests including the Vice-Regal 

party composed of His Honour, Col 

(Ret’d) the Honourable Donald S. 

Ethell, OC, OMM, AOE, MSC, CD, 

LLD, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta, 

University of Calgary President Dr. 

Elizabeth Cannon and University of 

Calgary Chancellor Jim Dinning.

After the Vice-Regal salute, Mr. 

Hickerson offered some introductory 

remarks noting the tremendous value 

of the Burgess Library — a collection 

of nearly 5,000 books and records 

compiled by John Burgess, a Calgary 

oilman who never served in the navy 

but held a long-standing interest in 

naval affairs.  The Burgess Collection 

includes formerly top secret records 

of Second World War convoys and 

are thought to be the only such re-

cords available outside the United

Kingdom.  In addition, Mr. Hicker-

son noted the contribution of Ken 

Macpherson, a former seaman who 

is the author of several books on 

Canadian naval history and who 

amassed a collection of over 65,000 

photographs of the Canadian Navy 

in action.

Mr. Hickerson then passed the 

floor to the Naval Museum of Alberta 

Society’s Cdr (Ret’d) Greg McKenzie, 

who has spearheaded the Society’s 

efforts to create a suitable home for 

these rare collections.  Cdr McKenzie 

noted that John Burgess had passed 

on, but conveyed the congratulations 

of Mrs. Burgess in establishing a per-

manent home for her late husband’s 

legacy.  Cdr McKenzie also had 

words of support from Ken Macpher-

son whose photographic collection is 

now in the hands of professional

.     .     .     .     . 
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archivists, and a Bravo Zulu to NMAS 

volunteer the late Don Connolly who 

travelled to Port Hope, Ontario and 

packed up the entire Macpherson 

archives and brought them back to 

Calgary!

Cmdre David Craig, Commander 

Naval Reserves, offered his congratu-

lations on behalf of the Commander 

Royal Canadian Navy VAdm Paul 

Maddison and noted how fitting 

it was to have this important naval 

archive in the Canadian prairies  — 

the home of many who served so 

gallantly in the Royal Canadian Navy 

in peacetime and at war.

University of Calgary President, 

Dr. Elizabeth Cannon, gratefully 

acknowledged the donation of these 

resources and spoke of their value 

to students, researchers, scholars 

and the general public.  In particular, 

Dr. Cannon pointed to their value in 

supporting the University of Calgary’s 

goal of being one of the top five 

research universities in Canada by 

2016 — the University of Calgary’s 

50th anniversary.

Concluding remarks were offered 

by His Honour, Col (Ret’d) the Hon. 

Donald S. Ethell, Lieutenant-Gover-

nor of Alberta.  His Honour told of 

his own association with the Royal 

Canadian Navy as the son of a RCN 

Chief Petty Officer who was posted 

for much of his career in Esquimalt, 

and he commended the Naval 

Museum of Alberta Society and the 

University of Calgary for honouring 

the sacrifices of those who serve by 

sharing their stories with all Canadi-

ans.

With speeches completed, the 

assembly was then treated by His 

Honour ordering “Splice the Main-

brace” — naval parlance for an issue 

of rum to all in attendance.  CPO 

(Ret’d) Harry Wade hoisted the ap-

propriate naval signal and all were 

offered a tot of ‘Nelson’s Blood.’  The 

remainder of the evening was spent 

on tours of the archive, where a com-

memorative plaque has been placed 

in recognition of the NMAS volun-

teers who contributed to the Burgess 

and Macpherson donations, 

and in informal chat amongst the 

Museum’s many supporters.

The entire evening was a credit to 

the Museum Society’s many volun-

teers, particularly those associated 

with the many hours of work on the 

Burgess and Macpherson collec-

tions — their hard work has created a 

permanent memorial to the sacrifices 

of Canada’s naval heroes.  

important naval archives
donated to the

University of Calgary

Photo of HMCS Calgary (1st) from the Macpherson collection.

University of Calgary Photo

.     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .

MARCH 28TH, 2013 – One of 

Canada’s largest naval collec-

tions is coming to the University of

naval collection provides rare glimpse
of social history aboard Canadian ships

Calgary, a landlocked prairie institu-

tion thousands of kilometres away 

from the nearest ocean.  Today, the
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University of Calgary announced it 

will receive the naval collection as 

a gift from the Naval Museum of 

Alberta Society.  This collection offers 

a unique perspective on Canada’s 

maritime history and the Royal Cana-

dian Navy from the late 1800s to the 

early 21st century.  It is comprised of 

the Naval Museum of Alberta Society 

archives, the John Burgess Library — 

which is made up of close to 5,000 

books and meticulous records — and 

the Ken Macpherson photographic 

collection consisting of approxi-

mately 50,000 photographs, as well 

as ship plans and correspondence.  

Both Burgess and Macpherson were 

[are] revered naval historians whose 

records provide a rare glimpse of 

social history aboard Canadian ships.

“We chose to make this dona-

tion to the University of Calgary’s 

Library and Archives in The Military 

Museums because of their experi-

ence and capacity to support and 

safeguard a collection of this size 

and significance,” says navy Com-

mander (Ret’d) Greg McKenzie from 

the Naval Museum of Alberta Society 

located in Calgary.  “And with their 

international reputation in military 

and strategic studies, we know that 

the university is the most appropriate 

place for researchers and the public 

to access one of the most important 

naval archives in Canada.”

The Lieutenant-Governor of 

Alberta, His Honour Col (Ret’d) 

the Honourable Donald S. Ethell, a 

highly decorated soldier, acknowl-

edges the importance of preserving 

this extraordinary piece of Canadian 

history.

“The true value of this gift lies in 

its impact for future generations.  It is

our duty to commemorate the con-

tributions of the men and women in 

our Canadian Forces, in peace and 

in war, past and present.  I commend 

the Naval Museum of Alberta Society 

and the University of Calgary for 

honouring the sacrifices of those who 

serve by sharing their stories with all 

Canadians,” says Ethell.

The new collection complements 

the university’s existing military 

archives at The Military Museums 

and strengthens the area of naval 

history and research.  It also builds 

on another significant acquisition 

of military archival material — the 

Chicksands Collection — a dona-

tion of more than 50,000 books and 

manuscripts made to the university 

by the British Ministry of Defence in 

the fall of 2010.

“I would like to thank the Naval 

Museum of Alberta Society for giving 

the university and our partner, The 

Military Museums, this opportunity to 

house and steward such a meaning-

ful gift,” says University of Calgary 

President, Elizabeth Cannon.  “This 

remarkable addition secures the 

University of Calgary’s place as one 

of the country’s top archival reposi-

tories for Canadian Forces materials, 

ensuring that these resources will be 

available in perpetuity to researchers, 

scholars, historians and naval and 

military enthusiasts here and around 

the world.”

The University of Calgary man-

ages The Military Museums Library 

and Archives through a partnership 

established in 2000.  The library 

and archives include thousands of 

catalogued books and perodicals on 

Canadian and general military sub-

jects, as well as diaries, maps, photo-

graphs and other items related to 

military history.  The naval collection 

is available for public viewing at the 

University of Calgary’s Library and 

Archives at The Military Museums.

MeDia Coverage of the transfer of the 
BUrgess anD MaCPherson ColleCtions

http://ucalgary.ca/news/releases/march2013/naval-archives-donated

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/naval-records-a-maritime-

treasure-trove-on-the-prairies/article10548289/?service=mobile

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/story/2013/03/28/calgary-

military-museums-donation.html

http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/canada/naval-gazing-calgary-

museum-of-the-regiments-acquires-photos-top--secret-stuff-200465341.html
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Don finally retired from the work-

force at Nova Corp to devote his full 

time, energy and skills to restoring 

artefacts, often of a highly technical 

and delicate nature, and design-

ing and building a wide variety of 

displays for our museum.

Don’s skills, experience and abili-

ties were coupled with enormous 

energy and drive.  When he started 

any one of an endless stream of 

‘projects,’ large or small, simple of 

complex, it became an all-consum-

ing task.  Don would ‘normally’ be 

in the museum by 0730, but often 

as early as 0600, and his normal 

work week consisted of a full seven Bill Wilson

i
t was late in 1994 that a Naval 

Museum unveiling of the 3-inch 

12 pdr. gun was described in 

a Calgary Herald article.  The 

article explained how the 

mounting, manufactured in Cana-

dian Pacific’s Ogden Shops during 

World War II, had been obtained 

from the Halifax dockyard, trans-

ported to Calgary by the 

CPR, and on arrival had 

been restored prior to 

being placed on display.  

And it was the following 

weekend when Don and 

Bruce Connolly came into 

the museum to look at an 

‘Ogden’ 3-inch and men-

tioned to the volunteer on 

duty that their father had 

been the British Admiralty’s 

representative during the 

manufacture of this mount-

ing, as well as other war-

time munitions undertaken 

by CP.  

That was the beginning 

of an outstanding relation-

ship, the result of which 

has produced naval arte-

fact displays considered to 

be the finest in Canada.

Don Connolly was a 

unique character with a 

multitude of technical skills which 

seemed to be endless. 

A carpenter, cabinetmaker, 

painter, millwright, carver, welder, 

sandblaster, machinist, modeler, 

etc., etc., and with a garage filled 

with tools and machines the likes of 

which I personally had never seen.

days.  

Over the years Don was required 

to travel to Halifax, Toronto, Win-

nipeg, Port Hope and Esquimalt to 

personally dismantle and prepare 

artefacts for shipping to Calgary.  

Don and his brother Bruce de-

signed and built a scale model of 

the Naval Museum of Alberta at 

Tecumseh which included 

all the existing artefacts 

and displays, and which 

was used extensively dur-

ing the design and con-

struction of the extension 

completed in 1998, and 

again during the design 

of the new and expanded 

museum at The Military 

Museums.

While Don has physi-

cally left us, his endless 

spirit and energy will be 

on display in virtually every 

inch of the existing Naval 

Museum of Alberta.  He 

was a giant of a man and 

to say his abilities, his 

enthusiasm, his dedication 

and his friendship will be 

missed by all who had the 

privilege of knowing him, 

would be a gross under-

statement.  Don decided 

to slip his cable far too soon, 

but we will have a few tots in his 

memory and he would understand.

The person who said that “no 

one is indispensable,” never knew 

Don Connolly.

Don Connolly
August 19, 1934 ~ March 23, 2013
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Banshee reunion

By Bill Kaufmann, Calgary Sun

C
ALGARY: Sunday, Janu-
ary 10th, 2013 – Half a 

century to the day Bob 

Ferguson guided his Ko-

rean War-era fighter plane on its final 

flight, he was back in the cockpit.  

A mannequin clad in an orange 

jumpsuit that’s normally at the con-

trols of the McDonnell F2H Banshee 

at Calgary’s military museums, had to 

make way Thursday for Ferguson, 76, 

who climbed uneasily into the aircraft 

he controlled from 1958 to 1962.  

But once in the canopy, those 50 

years fell away.

“It looks very familiar, I know 

where everything is for a change,” he 

said, checking out the gauges in the 

silver war bird nicknamed The Last 

Punch.  “I spent four years in the 

cockpit so you get used to it.”

On January 10th, 1963, Ferguson 

flew Banshee No. 126344 from CFB 

Shearwater, Nova Scotia, to Calgary, 

where it was used for instructional 

purposes at SAIT [Southern Alberta 

Institute of Technology for those 

unfamiliar with the abbreviation].

relations.”

His trusted mount almost be-

came his coffin on two occasions, he 

recounted, once when both engines 

failed, forcing a controlled crash 

landing, and another when The Last 

Punch was almost hit by another 

fighter upon takeoff.

But his memories of the Banshee 

are mostly endearing ones.

“It was gorgeous to fly, a little 

underpowered but very stable,” said 

Ferguson, as he sat dry-eyed in the 

cockpit.

His son Robert, who journeyed 

to Calgary to share the nostalgia, 

said his father may not show much 

emotion, but deep down inside it’s 

affecting him.

“He was attached to it; it was a 

big part of his life,” he said.

bill.kaufmann@sunmedia.ca

This article is reprinted in The 

Ensign with permission.

Bill KaUfMann Photo

Since last summer, the Ottawa 

resident had been planning to make 

the nostalgic journey to Calgary to 

be reunited with the aircraft he flew 

on Cold War air defence missions 

off Canada’s east coast, some of 

them from the aircraft carrier HMCS 

Bonaventure.

“How often do you get to take a 

picture of an aircraft you flew fifty 

years ago … when I brought it here, 

I didn’t think I’d be alive to see this,” 

praising The Military Museum’s care 

of the aircraft.

Ferguson guided The Last Punch 

during the height of the Cold War 

tensions, fully prepared to repel any 

Soviet aerial attack.

But instead, the ex-Navy fighter 

jockey said they launched mock in-

terceptions of US B-52 bombers and 

on aircraft with a far less military role.

“In those days, there weren’t that 

many commercial flights, so we did 

interceptions on DC-8s and 707s 

who never knew it,” he said.

“It wasn’t a very good idea … it 

wouldn’t be very good for public
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free ParKing in 
Calgary for veterans

Interested in parking for free at City of Calgary meters 
and lots?  If you are a veteran, you qualify for the new 
veterans’ parking program.  Veterans who sign up for a 
ParkPlus cellphone account will automatically be cred-
ited with $10 per month, per veteran’s license plate.  To 
be enrolled in the program and have the parking credit 
loaded into their accounts, veterans must send an email 
to parkplusadmin@calgaryparking.com indicating they 

would like to sign up for the program.

Note you need to have a ParkPlus cellphone account to 
take advantage of this program.  Don’t let that stand in 
your way as a cellphone account on its own is the best 
way to park in Calgary — faster and easier than using a 
ParkPlus machine; no fear of running out of time when 
you get delayed, and never pay more than the actual 
time you parked.  Also, if you don’t have a veteran’s 
plate you can still enroll.  Read more at http://www.
calgaryparking.com/web/guest/veteransparking

A January 14th, 2013 Toronto Sun photo of HMCS Toronto 
as she sails on her security mission to detect, deter and 
protect against terrorist activity in the Arabian Sea.

toronto sUn

DisCoUnts for

forMer Cf MeMBers

The CF has developed over the years quite an 
extensive menu of discounts for current and 
former CF members.  From discounted vaca-

tions offered through the CF R&R Club to discounts 
at many businesses to extras such as free extra bags 
on WestJet, the site http://www.cfappreciation.ca/en/

Pages/default.aspx has much to offer.

At the CFPFSS site:
https://www.cfpsa.com/en/OurServices/FinancialSer-
vices/Pages/default/aspx there are some good finan-
cial service deals to be had and other discounts such 
as movie passes for only $8.85.  Use the E-commerce 
button to find all the deals.

hMCs Esquimalt & U 190

U 190 surrendered to Canadian warships at the end of the 

war and was commissioned into the RCN.  The captured U-

boat served in various capacities as an anti-submarine train-

ing vessel.  On Trafalgar Day 1947, the sub was towed to the 

exact spot she had sunk HMCS Esquimalt two years earlier 

and was attacked by rocket firing aircraft.  Navy destroyers 

were to fire next but the rockets did the job and U 190 went 

to the bottom.  Esquimalt had been avenged.  The photo-

graph is of U 190 after capture being paraded up and down 

the St. Lawrence where the U-boats had terrorized Canadian 

ships only a few years earlier.
Source: Militrivia March 1, 2013
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MeMBershiP • naval MUseUM of alBerta soCiety

i
n 1984, the Naval Museum of Alberta Society (NMAS) 
was formed as a non-profit organization and was reg-
istered in the Province of Alberta.  In 1988 the Society 
opened the Naval Museum of Alberta (NMA) at the 

‘stone frigate’ HMCS Tecumseh, to accommodate the naval 
aircraft that survived the Tecumseh fire in 1981.  The mu-
seum has quickly grown into the largest Canadian naval mu-
seum in the country.  In October 2008, the Naval Museum 
moved to its current location when it was recommissioned in 
its new facilities as part of The Military Museums’ expansion.

The NMA has the distinction of having the most complete 
collection of major ship’s weapons systems in Canada, as 
well as having an extensive collection of archives, artefacts 
and photographs related to Canadian naval and maritime 
history.  The NMA is also home to the Naval Documenta-
tion Preservation and Research Centre, as well as the Major 
Artefact Rehabilitation Centre.

The NMA also hosts a replica of a Second World War 
wheelhouse, one of only three Banshee naval jet fighters 
left in the world and a working periscope from the Canadian 
submarine Ojibwa that was decommissioned in 1998.  In 
addition, the NMA recently unveiled an original German 
Enigma machine that was used to encrypt messages sent to 
U-boats at sea.

The museum and its collection have been built from the 
ground up through volunteer resources.  This growth is 
due to a grassroots effort and within 15 years expanded its 
facilities and collections to earn the title of ‘largest’ naval 
museum in Canada.  We have achieved this with annual

balanced budgets and prudent strategic planning.  The staff 
is a dedicated volunteer group of naval and other service 
veterans, as well as people having particular skills to assist 
with the administrative, technical and conservation require-
ments of the museum.

Although there have been many donors, big and small, 
over the years, the primary method of supporting the NMA 
is through its membership and various fund raising events 
such as a Casino.  As the membership chair, my main con-
cern at this time is to concentrate on increasing the size of 
our membership.

An annual membership in the NMAS costs $20.  This al-
lows the member free admission to The Military Museums, a 
copy of the Society’s newsletter, The Ensign (sent or emailed 
quarterly), and invitations to various NMAS functions and 
activities.  Because of the historical significance, educational 
value and just general interest in our naval artefacts and 
documentation, people of all ages and backgrounds will 
find being a member of NMAS an interesting and rewarding 
experience.

If you have been a member in the past, I’d encourage 
you to renew your annual membership by completing the 
form below and sending it to the museum with your $20 
payment.  Or you can contact me at dacbrown@shaw.ca.

I would also like to suggest that each member try to 
recruit one new member this year, to join us in the NMAS.  
Our 2013 membership listing is under 100 paid members.  
For the value and cost, we should strive to reach at least 200 
members.  Of course, 3, 4 or 500 would be most welcome!

By Dave Brown, Membership Chairman

o YES, please renew (or start, new members are most welcome!) my Naval Museum of Alberta Society membership.  A cheque for 

$20 is enclosed payable to the NMAS and my information is filled out below (please print):

NAME _______________________________________________________ PHONE NO_____________________________________________

COMPLETE MAILING ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________

o Please check this box only if you would like to receive The Ensign by mail rather than by email (because we do not have a colour 
 copier, these will be in black and white.  Emailed copies are in full colour PDF format and save the Society postage).
o Please check this box if you would like to make a donation to the Society.  A tax receipt will be issued for all donations in excess 
 of $20.  

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $___________________

Please clip and return this form with your cheque payable to NMAS.  

Mail to Naval Museum of Alberta Society, c/o HMCS Tecumseh, 1820 - 24th Street SW, Calgary, Alberta T2T 0G6
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The Naval Museum of Alberta
is located at The Military Museums

4520 Crowchild Trail, SW, Calgary, Alberta T2T 5J4
Telephone 403-974-2807

Admission Prices
Adults $10.00, Seniors $5.00, Youth 7-17 $4.00

Serving personnel (past and present) and their families FREE
NMAS members FREE • Ample free parking

Hours of operation
Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Weekends and holidays 9:30 am to 4:00 pm

The Naval Museum of Alberta Society
1820 - 24th Street, SW, Calgary AB  T2T 0G8

Telephone 403-242-0002
Facsimile 403-240-1966

execdir@navalmuseumsociety.ca

The Ensign Editor
Cdr (Ret’d) Scott Hausberg

hausberg@shaw.ca

We always have a pressing need for volunteers 
to serve as Naval Museum Watchkeepers!
If you would like to enlist in our fine body of Watchkeepers, 
please contact Bill Buchanan at 403-274-7535 or by 
email to cutknife@telus.net and we promise not to send the 
Press Gang to your door!

The NMAS is still seeking 
a volunteer or volunteers to 

rebuild the Society’s website! 
If you can assist, please 
contact the Society at 

execdir@navalmuseumsociety.ca


